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Background

• Initial Objective: Develop tools to support Archivists in 
gaining intellectual and physical control of PC records from 
the Administration of President George  H. W. Bush.

• Contents of 500+ Hard Drives

• Included operating system and software applications as well 
as user-created files.

• DOS and Windows 3.1

• AT and 386 and Macintosh computers

• No viewers, just the original software applications
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Presidential Electronic Records PilOt
System (PERPOS)

• Developed a prototype system to support 
accession, arrangement, preservation, review, and 
Description of e-record series.

• Evolutionary Prototyping

• System has been pilot-tested by archivists at the 
Bush Presidential Library

• Systematically processed several record series



GTRI_B-4
Filename - 4

Systematic Processing
Data Flow
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Repository Data Model
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Accession
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Intellectual Arrangement
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Preservation Activity
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Preservation Actions
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File Types Associated with Tools
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Review Activity
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Review Activity: View Record
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Review Activity: Withdraw Record
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Review Activity:
PRA Restrictions and FOIA Exceptions
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Review Activity: 
Withdrawal Information
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Review Activity:
Closed Record
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Review Activity:
Finding Aid
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Summary of Research Results
and Benefits

PERPOS: A Prototype E-Record Repository and Archival Processing 
System. 

• Supports both Systematic and FOIA Processing of Presidential e-
records. [Pilot tested by Archivists]

• Provides an environment for experimental application of advanced
information technologies to archival processes.

• Document Type Identifier  - Speeds up processing, e.g., Automatic 
insertion of withdrawal information

• Automatic description of items, file units and record series – Enables 
earlier intellectual control of e-records.

• Prototype Access Restriction Checker – Many Potential Benefits

• Knowledge Acquisition Reduces work required to apply Access 
Restriction Checker to Records of Subsequent Administrations
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