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OR … how do you think about and therefore 

describe your digital archives ecosystem 

What’s in Your Fish Tank? 



Language and Messaging 

 Use the language of Standards 

 PAIMAS 

 OAIS 

 Records Management standards 

 Describing an ecosystem is inherently a complex 

task 

 Layer your messaging as appropriate 

 



Remember those  

multi-layered anatomy books? 

Breaking down the Ecosystem 



Primary Layer  

 Basics of content flow 

 Uses PAIMAS and OAIS ISO standards for frame and 

language 

 Assumes audience is in-house or not really interested in 

the specifics 



PAIMAS identifies and provides a structure for the interactions which take place 

between an information producer and a deposit archive.  

The standard covers the first stages of the ingest process defined by OAIS. 

 

Producer – Archives Implementation Method Abstract 

Standard.  ISO 20652 



Mapping Standards to Local 

PAIMAS: Producer – Archive Interface 
Methodology Abstract Standard 

PAIMAS and OAIS diagram showing Producer 
and Archives responsibilities 

OAIS 



OAIS Functional Model 





Where does it go? 

What does it use? 

Isn’t more done? 

But There’s More! 



Add in Storage Spaces 



Detail more processes 



As your content and processes evolve so too will 

your diagrams… 

Be Flexible 



Components 

 What are the tools you are using currently? 

 How will you represent the tools you are testing? 

 Does this map to other processes or diagrams at 

your institutions? 

 



Add in What You Use (Tools) 



Placing the Ecosystem in Context 

Content Lifecycle Managment Manage Digital = IASC Ecosystem 



Create tools to assist with communication and 
illustration of your digital archives ecosystem.   

Use the language of Standards to impart 
authority and to distinguish between other 
activities. 

Illustrating how tools fit help to convey that our 
ecosystems are iterative and evolving. 

Diagrammatic + Narrative Forms 





THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

ATTENTION! 

 

FEEDBACK AND EXAMPLES ARE 

APPRECIATED 

smithkr@mit.edu 


