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What do we need to do? 
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A range of preservation tools 
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What do they want?  
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Rosetta Stone 

British Museum: 
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What is in the box?  



NLA Collections 

Preservation Intent - Asian Collections and Overseas Collections Management — Version 1.0  

Preservation Intent - Australian Books and Serials — Version 1.0  

Preservation Intent - Dance — Version 1.0  

Preservation Intent - Manuscripts — Draft  

Preservation Intent - Maps — Version 1.0  

Preservation Intent - Music — Draft  

Preservation Intent - Newspaper Digitisation — Version 1.0  

Preservation Intent - Oral History — Version 1.0  

Preservation Intent - Pictures — Version 1.0  

Preservation Intent - Selective Web Harvesting — Version 1.0  

Preservation Intent - Web Domain Harvests — Version 1.0 

Preservation Intent – Australian Government Web Archives — In progress (Dec 2012)  



These statements are designed around questions of such as: 

 

• How can we describe and classify a collection, which makes sense to the collection 
managers? (splinter or lumper) 

• Who is responsible for authorising what happens to any specific collection materials? 

• Do we need to keep these materials accessible? If so, for how long? 

• In general terms, what would an adequate level of accessibility look like (such as, integrity or 
fidelity of bits, viewing functionality, editing functionality, navigating, and the ability to 
manipulate content)? 

• Who is responsible for preservation actions (i.e. digital preservation specialists, curators, ICT 
staff or another party)? 

• Can we identify any issues, including operational or non-collecting issues, which may hinder 
preservation efforts in the future? 

 



What about Significant Properties? 

Significant Properties 

PLATO 

Google Images (2012) 



An Example: Pandora Web Archive 

The NLA’s web collections fall into three broad categories. 

  

•  Selectively gathered ‘titles’ which make up PANDORA, Australia’s Web Archive. 

 

• ‘Whole Domain Harvests’ which aim to capture a broad periodic snapshot of the Australian 
Web Domain. 

 

• Coherent bulk collections, such as ‘.gov.au’ seedlist derived collections. 

 



General 

Description 

Who is Responsible? 

General Intent 

Important Aspects 

Preservation of 

Different Versions 

Some of the 

Collecting Issues 



Preservation Issues 

.  

Preservation Issues 

..  

Preservation Issues 

...  



 
For more information see: 
 
Webb, C., Pearson, D. and Koerbin, P. (in press) ‘ “Oh, you wanted us to preserve that?!” 
 Statements of Preservation Intent for the National Library of Australia’s Digital 
 Collections’, in D-Lib Magazine. 

 

NLA Digital Preservation Crest: 
Totus, Omnibus, in Perpetua 

(Everything, for Everyone Forever) 


