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digital preservation consulting         
open-source sofware for archives and libraries
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Preservation planning

● A two-pronged approach:
● Normalization on ingest
● Preservation of the original file to support future  

strategies such as emulation

● Normalization relies on format policies based on an 
analysis of the significant characteristics of file 
formats

– A format policy indicates the actions, tools and settings to 
apply to a file of a particular file format (e.g. normalization to 
preservation and/or access format) 



  

Archivematica format policies

● Criteria for selecting default formats:
– Non-proprietary
– Freely available specifications
– Widely used/endorsed by major repositories
– No compression/lossless video compression
– Tools available to write and render the format

● Format policies will change as community 
standards, practices and tools evolve.



https://www.archivematica.org/wiki/Format_policies



  

Format confessional

● 

iPres 2012 Toronto CurateCamp



 24-hour CurateCamp/OPF 
worldwide file id hackathon

● participants from 
every time zone

● rapid, iterative testing
● OpenFITS (github 

fork)
● Open Planets Format 

Corpus (github)



Choose normalization tool



Select normalization type



Review normalization results



Format Policy Registry - FPR

● To share and test format choices and tool 
commands for normalization 

– ie “format policies”

● To support the community-wide evolution of 
best practices

● Hosted at archivematica.org/FPR with local 
dashboard customization and updates



Format Policy Registry - FPR

● Allow users to choose:
● normalization tool 
● preservation and/or access format 
● file properties (eg resolution, bitrate)
● to use local tool/process outside of the system 

●  Allow users to add new format policies 



Format Policy Registry - FPR




