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Types of errors...
PHP errors (or any programming language)

 Syntax
 Runtime
 Logic

• How to fix? Use built-in or custom error handlers to 
identify and isolate the error

User “errors”
 Missing required fields
 Wrong data type, size, format 
 Value out of range

• How to fix? Write code to validate the data and notify 
the user of the problem
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Handling User “Errors”
• An application is only as good as its data: “garbage in, 

garbage out”

• Web forms are the most common way an application 
receives user input

• One of the most important functions of a web 
application is to validate the input before processing it 

• What are the validation rules? Typically provided by 
the user as requirements

• Common types of validation
 Ensuring required fields are filled in

 Validating the type and/or size of the data

 Date checking, range checking

• HTML input types provide better input validation

• HTML input attributes may assist with validation

https://www.w3schools.com/html/html_form_input_types.asp
https://www.w3schools.com/html/html_form_attributes.asp
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Validating Dates

An easy, usable approach is 
the HTML input type for date, 
although browser support  
varies
   

http://www.w3schools.com/html/html_form_input_types.asp
http://caniuse.com/#feat=input-datetime
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Validating User Selections with 
Radio Buttons and Dropdown Lists

validate_selections.php
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HTML vs. PHP Data Validation

• Why not use a dropdown list?

• What is the validation criteria?

• HTML <input> attributes or PHP? 

doughnut_validation_HTML.php,  doughnut_validation_PHP.php
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PHP Form Validation

validate_form.php
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