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Enhance User Interface with 
Book Cover Image



Adding Book Cover Image: 
what changes are needed?

Controller
index.php

Model
database_library.php

books.db
images folder

View
header.php
footer.php

list_view.php
detail_view.php
add_view.php
style.css

HTTP
request

HTTP
response

Modify save_new_book() 
to include the name of the 
book cover image file

No changes

Modify add_view to 
include input field for 
cover image file name

Modify detail_view to 
include book cover image

Add a new column to BOOK table to 
specify the cover image file name.
Add a folder of images for all books.



Adding Book Cover Image: Model Changes
• Add a folder, named images, that contains the image files

• Updated version of  books.db that contains the new column, Cover, with 
values for the image file names

Modify save_new_book()to include the cover image file name: 

$query = "INSERT INTO BOOK VALUES ('" . trim($_POST['isbn']) . "','" . 
trim($_POST['title']) . "','" . trim($_POST['author']) . "','" . 
trim($_POST['publisher'])  ...  . trim($_POST['cover']) . "')" ;



Adding Book Cover Image: 
Modify detail_view

• Add image: <img src='images/" . $result['Cover'] . "'>         

• For this book, the result would be:  <img src='images/LifeOnMars.png'>  

• Update style sheet so that the image scales, and is positioned side-by-side with 
the book details (row-oriented).



Adding Book Cover Image: 
Modify add_view

Add a new input field: <input type="text" name="cover" size="25">



What if there is no book cover image?
Problem: When the user saves the book information, either the input field for the 
cover image is empty, or an invalid file name is entered.

Solution: Use 'placeholder.png' as the file name when INSERTing the book in 
the database. This references the 'not available image' below, that is included in 
the provided images folder.

Hint: Use the PHP 
file_exists() function 

broken image
 icon

https://www.w3schools.com/php/func_filesystem_file_exists.asp
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