
 
 
 
  INLS 732 - Spring 2020 

 

1    

INLS 732 - Children’s Literature and Related Materials 

 
Fridays, 10:10-12:55, Manning Hall Room 303 

 

 

Instructor: Sandra Hughes-Hassell, PhD 

Email: smhughes@email.unc.edu 

Twitter: @Bridge2Lit 

Office: Manning Hall Room 203 

Office Hours:  Wednesdays 2:00-3:00 and by appointment 

 

************************************ 

Course Description 

Survey of literature and other materials for children, age’s birth-12, with emphasis on twenty-first 

century authors and illustrators. 

 

Course Objectives 

Prepares the student to: 

 Gain a background in the various resources intended for and adopted by children ages birth-

12. 

 Become familiar with the theory of radical change and how its three principles are reflected 

in today’s resources for children. 

 Understand and apply principles related to critical literacy and counter narratives to the 

evaluation and selection of resources for children.  

 Develop an awareness of the interrelationships among resources and how they address the 

needs of children. 

 Understand and apply principles related to evaluation and use of information and ideas with 

children.  

 Become familiar with the professional selection resources available to teachers, librarians, 

and other adults concerned with children 

 Have an opportunity to identify, address, and reflect upon the information needs and 

practices of underserved and marginalized groups in the United States. 

 

Conduct of the Course 

We will explore the topics in this course primarily through whole class and small group discussion. 

During our time together, we are learning from each other. Please consider that not only will you 

get out of the course what you put into it, but also other students are counting on your input to 

make this a rich experience for us all. 

 

This is a reading intensive course, so please look over the course schedule and plan accordingly. 

There are professional articles and selections from professional books (all of which can be found in 

Sakai or are linked online) that are meant to be read before each class meeting so we can all make 

informed contributions to the discussions. You will also read children’s books. By the end of the 

semester, you will have personal experience with many new (to you) children’s books and will 

learn about even more books from your classmates.  

 

mailto:smhughes@email.unc.edu
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Our Literacy Stance for This Course 
In this class we will take a critical literacy stance. Taking a critical stance is the role the reader 

takes in opposition to the text that is being read and discussed. It involves the application of critical 

literacy skills. Questions to consider when thinking about literature and other resources for children 

through a critical lens include:  

 How is this text trying to make me feel? 

 Who is represented and how? 

 Who holds power and who does not? 

 Whose voices are included? Whose voices are left out? 

 Why do you think the author or illustrator makes those choices? 

 What biases do I bring to the text? 

 

Attendance 

Attendance will be taken every week, with absences being excused in cases of illness, religious 

observances, and other reasons in line with university policies, or if the university is closed due to 

inclement weather. In order to receive an excused absence, the instructor should be notified in 

advance of the class meeting. Should you have to miss multiple class sessions and feel concerned 

about your participation grade please make an appointment to talk with me about this. 

 

Student Responsibilities 

Our overarching goal is to build a professional community in which an exchange of ideas and 

opinions is respected and welcome.  As students, you will be responsible for establishing your own 

work schedules and internal deadlines.  You need to be resourceful in locating and retrieving 

information to complete your assignments.  You are expected to arrive in class having read, 

considered, and mentally analyzed each of the items and topics listed on the class schedule.  

Assignments should be completed on time.  Since meeting deadlines is an important professional 

responsibility, grades on late work will be lowered one full letter.  The ability to work successfully 

with your colleagues will be vital to your career as a professional.  Consequently, you must be 

thoughtful in your communication with your peers, instructor, and resource people. Finally, any 

incidence of plagiarism or other academic dishonesty will result in an F for the course. 

 

Assignments 

 

#1 – Weekly Reading Responses - 15 points 

Weekly beginning January 17 

 

A large portion of this course will be discussion-based and will rely upon everyone’s active 

participation. The best way to prepare for each week’s class session is to thoughtfully engage with 

the assigned readings – both the professional readings and the children’s texts. To this end, you will 

write a brief response to each week’s professional readings in an informal, journal-style format. 

These entries will help you make meaning of the texts, clarify your thoughts and opinions, ask 

questions, and explore your feelings about the week’s topic.1 These entries will be shared with your 

classmates via Sakai and you will be expected to read at least three of your classmates’ entries 

                                           

1 McIntosh, J. (2006). Enhancing engagement in reading: Reader response journals in secondary English classrooms. 

Language & Literacy, 8(1). 
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before class each week. You are also encouraged to respond to your classmates’ writing via the 

comment feature of the Sakai forums.  

 

Your weekly responses should be brief (around 300 words) and should focus on your reactions to 

and questions about the texts. What did you find surprising? What did you agree or disagree with? 

What connections do you see to your life, the world, or other readings? What questions do you 

have after reading the text? Please do not summarize the readings or include lengthy quotations 

from the readings (everyone will have read the same articles, so this is unnecessary). Keep your 

entries focused on response rather than review. The style of your entries may be informal – 

citations are not necessary. To allow time for your classmates and me to read and respond to your 

entries, each week’s response will be due by 5 pm each Thursday.  You may skip up to two 

responses without penalty 

 

#2 – Master Narrative/Counter Narrative Project – 20 points 

Due February 21 
 

Note 1: The article, “Critical Literacy in Elementary Social Studies: Juxtaposing Historical Master 

and Counter Narratives in Picture Books” serves as the foundation for this assignment. You will 

read this article for week 2 of the course. 

 

Note 2: To understand how harmful & insidious master narratives are, listen to this podcast (or read 

the transcript) from Teaching Tolerance: “Teaching Slavery through Children’s Literature: Part 1.” 

https://www.tolerance.org/podcasts/teaching-hard-history/american-slavery/teaching-slavery-

through-childrens-literature-part-1 

*********************** 

 

Master narratives are stories told from a dominant perspective. Our K-12 curriculum is replete with 

master narratives - texts that simplify and sanitize historical events. As Demoinya and Ferraras-

Stone (2018) note: “One problem with this curricular and instructional pattern is that students do 

not hear multiple perspectives of an event, and they are only provided with mere ‘highlights’ of 

events throughout history” (1). 

 

Counter narratives share the experiential knowledge of those who are marginalized in U.S. history. 

Counter narratives challenge the master narrative and the stereotypical ways in which traditionally 

marginalized communities are portrayed. Additionally, they provide an opportunity for 

marginalized identity youth to learn about historical events through the perspectives of their 

ancestors. They also enable white youth, who are accustomed to the dominant narrative, to learn 

from those who have experienced trauma and been marginalized throughout U.S. history. 

 

For this assignment, you are to: 

1. Select an event in American history.  

2. Locate children’s books that present the master narrative about this event.  

3. Locate resources (informational/nonfiction books, historical fiction picture books & novels, 

articles, videos, images, etc.) that provide counter narratives. That is, represent the 

perspectives and voices of those who are misrepresented by the master narrative, thus 

allowing children “to grapple with what history truly means and to question how history is 

told” (Demoinya and Ferraras-Stone 2018, 2), The resources should: 

https://www.tolerance.org/podcasts/teaching-hard-history/american-slavery/teaching-slavery-through-childrens-literature-part-1
https://www.tolerance.org/podcasts/teaching-hard-history/american-slavery/teaching-slavery-through-childrens-literature-part-1
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a. “Explore differences rather than making them invisible, 

b. Enrich understandings of history and life by giving voice to those traditionally 

silenced or marginalized, 

c. Show how people can begin to take action on important social issues, 

d. Explore dominant systems of meaning that operate in our society to position people 

and groups of people as ‘others,’ 

e. Don’t provide ‘happily ever after’ endings for complex social problems.” 

(Richardson and Hatch 2009, cited in Demoinya and Ferraras-Stone 2018, 5) 

4. Create a webpage that includes an annotation for each resource plus additional information 

to be determined by us as a class.  Student webpages will be combined to create a Master 

Narrative/Counter Narrative web resource for children, caregivers, teachers, and librarians. 

 

#3 - Personal Inquiry – 20 points 

Due May 1 

For this assignment, you are to propose and carry out a project that focuses on children’s literature 

and is useful in the real world. Possible projects could be creating an annotated text set to 

contribute to a school or public library, trying out strategies for sharing children’s books in a 

classroom or library setting, developing book trailers for a set of books, book talking a set of books 

at a local library or classroom, or doing a social action project in the community. Your completed 

project will be evaluated based on the following criteria: usefulness in real world setting (5), 

thoughtfully researched and presented (10), and creativity (5). The final deliverables for this 

assignment will vary depending upon what you choose to do. For example, if you choose to create 

an annotated bibliography of transition novels that feature youth of color, your final deliverable 

might be a webpage, a set of bookmarks, or a handout that libraries can distribute. 

 
A project proposal, to include a description of the proposed project, a statement of its importance 

and proposed outcomes/impact on children, and a timeline, is due March 6th. On the 6th, you will also 

sign up for a time to meet with the instructor to discuss your proposed project and to determine your 

final deliverable. I reserve the right to reject or modify proposals in consultation with students.  

 

 

#4 – SILS Symposium for Social Good – 30 points 

 

The fourth Annual SILS Symposium for Social Good will take place on Friday April 17th from 

8:00am-12:00 pm.  Each student in INLS 732 will be expected to make a scholarly contribution to 

this event, in the form of a small group panel about a social justice issue. The term social justice 

has many definitions, but most agree it connects to the following common themes:  

 Human rights and dignity 

 Issues of equality 

 Access to resources 

 Personal responsibility and choices that affect the community 

 Change through action 

 

For your presentations, you are to use the methodology of content analysis to examine a set of 

children’s books of your choice.  You are to devise a question about a social justice issue as 

represented in literature for children for in-depth exploration, and then try to answer this question 

from the books in your chosen data set. For example, you might look at the representation of a 
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specific marginalized community in children’s books. Alternatively, you might decide to explore 

how children’s books present a social justice topic like climate change or homelessness. You will 

read several articles this semester that will serve as mentor texts for this assignment [See for 

example, Crisp, Thomas, Roberta Price Gardner, and Matheus Almeida. 2017. “The All-

Heterosexual World of Children’s Nonfiction: A Critical Content Analysis of LGBTQ Identities in 

Orbis Pictus Award Books, 1990–2017.” Children’s Literature in Education; Chaudhri, Amina, 

and William H. Teale. 2013. “Stories of Multiracial Experiences in Literature for Children.” 

Children’s Literature in Education.] 

 

Presentations should be of professional quality. Members of the SILS community, including 

faculty, current students, and alumni, will be invited to attend.  

 

The symposium will be held on Friday, April 17th from 8:00am – 12:00 pm. Any student 

who is unable to arrange to be available for the student portion of the symposium should 

consult the instructor for specific instructions regarding additional assignment 

requirements. Grade adjustments/make-up assignments will not be made based on failure 

to communicate and plan appropriately.  

 

Content: Panel presentations will be 45 minutes long, and should include an interactive or 

audience discussion component.  

 

While there are many ways to present your work, panels should do the following, at a minimum:  

1. Address a specific social justice issue 

2. Explain this issue and how it affects people, children specifically 

3. Discuss your research process – research question, sample, content analysis 

4. Provide the results of your content analysis 

5. Discuss the implications of your findings 

6. Outline possible courses of action 

 

Group participation/selection: Panels will comprise 3-4 group members each. You are 

responsible for ensuring that your collaboration is fruitful, and that your presentation fulfills the 

assignment as given in this course.  Each group member is required to participate equally in 

developing the content analysis strategy, analyzing / coding the sampled texts, interpreting 

the findings, developing the presentation materials, and presenting the panel itself. [NOTE: 

The specific requirements for student presentations may vary across the four SILS courses that 

contribute to the symposium.] 

 

Time: Students are required to attend the entire 3-hour student section of the symposium.  

Approximately one hour should be spent presenting, and the other two hours should be spent 

attending other students’ presentations, including the undergraduate poster session.  

 

Deliverables: 

1. Proposals (Open in Sakai February 10 – February 28): Proposals should be related to the 

general topic of Information for Social Good, and should address social justice issues 

related to information and library science broadly.  

 

2. Format: Proposals should take the form of a presentation abstract (300-500 words) 
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describing the issues to be addressed by the symposium presentation. Submissions 

should include the following metadata: 

 Full names, email addresses, for each group member.  

 Title of the presentation. 

 Full abstract for the presentation (300-500 words).  

 Short abstract (50-100 words) for use on the symposium website.  

 

Each group must submit a copy of the proposal document by the due date. I reserve the right to 

reject or modify proposals in consultation with students.  

 

3. Symposium outline/preliminary research (Due March 27): Students must submit an 

outline of the presentation content (not just a plan for what you will talk about, but the 

actual information you will use to construct your presentation). While this does not have 

to be polished, it should be well organized into topic areas, or headings that are 

indicative of the conceptual organization of your presentation. You must include your 

research question, the sample of books you will be examining, and a bibliography of 

research you will be drawing from for your presentation.  

 

4. Symposium Participation (April 17th): Students will participate in the student 

presentation section of the symposium, and attend at least two other student 

presentations, including the undergraduate poster session.  

 

#5 – Professionalism – 15 points 

This course is a seminar, discussion-based course. Students are expected to complete all readings, 

to think through the issues raised in the readings, and to articulate thoughts on the materials in class. 

Clearly, you need to attend class to participate in the discussions. During class, you will be 

expected to add to our discussions by actively thinking and asking profound questions. More is not 

necessarily better, but I want you actively involved while in class.  

 

Grading 

Most students should expect to receive a P (pass) in this class (equivalent to B- to A-). H (high 

pass) is reserved for students who go above and beyond expectations (equivalent to A). L (low 

pass) and F (fail) indicate inadequate and/or incomplete work (equivalent to C, D, and F). If a 

student is heading down this path we will work together to try and correct it before the end of the 

course. 

 

Grading and Due Dates 

ASSIGNMENT POINTS DUE DATE 

Weekly Responses 15 Weekly beginning January 17th 

Master Narrative/Counter 

Narrative Project 

20 February 21 

Symposium Research & 

Presentation 

30 See syllabus for dates of each deliverable; 

Symposium will be April 17th 

Professional 15 Ongoing; final assessment due April 24 

Personal Inquiry 20 May 1 



 
 
 
  INLS 732 - Spring 2020 

 

7    

Additional, Important Information 

 

University Honor System 

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill has had a student-administered honor system and 

judicial system for over 100 years. Because academic honesty and the development and nurturing 

of trust and trustworthiness are important to all of us as individuals, and are encouraged and 

promoted by the honor system, this is a most significant University tradition. More information is 

available at http://www.unc.edu/depts/honor/honor.html. The system is the responsibility of 

students and is regulated and governed by them, but faculty share the responsibility and readily 

commit to its ideals. If students in this class have questions about their responsibility under the 

honor code, please bring them to me or consult with the Office of the Dean of Students. The web 

site identified above contains all policies and procedures pertaining to the student honor system. 

We encourage your full participation and observance of this important aspect of the University. 

 

Students with Disabilities 

“The Department of Disability Services (DDS), a part of the Division of Student Affairs, 

works with departments throughout the University to assure that the programs and facilities 

of the University are accessible to every student in the University community. Additionally, 

DDS provides reasonable accommodations so students with disabilities who are otherwise 

qualified may, as independently as possible; meet the demands of University life.”  Visit 

their website at http://disabilityservices.unc.edu/ for more information. 

 

SILS Diversity Statement 

In support of the University’s diversity goals and the mission of the School of Information and 

Library Science, SILS embraces diversity as an ethical and societal value. We broadly define 

diversity to include race, gender, national origin, ethnicity, religion, social class, age, sexual 

orientation and physical and learning ability. As an academic community committed to preparing 

our graduates to be leaders in an increasingly multicultural and global society we strive to: 

 Ensure inclusive leadership, policies and practices;  

 Integrate diversity into the curriculum and research;  

 Foster a mutually respectful intellectual environment in which diverse opinions are 

valued;  

 Recruit traditionally underrepresented groups of students, faculty and staff; and  

 Participate in outreach to underserved groups in the State.   

The statement represents a commitment of resources to the development and maintenance of an 

academic environment that is open, representative, reflective and committed to the concepts of 

equity and fairness. 

 

Observance of Religious or Spiritual Holidays/Events 

If you need to miss class to observe a religious or spiritual holiday/event, please submit the dates of 

your absence to me in writing by the end of the second full week of classes.  You will be permitted 

to make up work within a mutually agreed-upon time. 

 

Basic Needs Security 

Any student who faces challenges securing their food or housing and believes this may affect their 

performance in the course is urged to contact the Dean of Students for support. Also, please notify 

the professor if you are comfortable in doing so. This will enable her to provide any resources that 

http://disabilityservices.unc.edu/
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she may possess. 

 

Campus Resources, Centers, and Caucuses 

The University provides a number of resources for students. To learn more visit this libguide: 

https://guides.lib.unc.edu/campusresources 

  

 

https://guides.lib.unc.edu/campusresources

