
 

General Overview & Info 

INLS 842 Spring 2017 
Seminar in Popular Materials in Libraries 
Fridays, 10:00am-12:20PM Manning Hall Room 303 
Instructor: Heidi Barry-Rodriguez 
Email: barry100@live.unc.edu 
Office Hours: on arrangement: before or after class, or virtual 

Course Description 

This course will examine the place of popular materials within society and within libraries and will provide 
students with an overview of popular literature. The relationship of popular materials and libraries will be 
discussed. The major genres of popular literature will be examined in depth. Students will learn about the 
increasingly important role of “readers’ advisor” in libraries and how readers’ advisors can help connect 
readers to the type of literature they wish to read. 

Course Objectives 

By the end of the course, it is expected that students will: 

 have an awareness of the various types of popular material and their importance in libraries 
 have the opportunity to read and become familiar with many types of popular material genres 
 examine the role played by reader advisors in libraries; learn techniques for matching patrons and 

popular materials, and for building popular material collections 
 earn how to prepare and deliver a booktalk 
 have the opportunity to examine a specific area of popular literature in depth and gain experience in 

communicating that knowledge to an audience 
Grading 

Based on the UNC Registrar Policy for courses (http://regweb.unc.edu/resources/rpm24.php) semester grades 
will be H, P, L or F for graduate students. Grades for individual assignments will be based on points obtained 
on each assignment, weighted by percentages listed above, to calculate final grades. Numerical grades for the 
course as a whole will roughly translate into the following letter grades: 

 96.0-100% = H (High Pass) 
 80.0-95.9% = P (Pass) 
 65.0-79.9% = L (Low Pass) 
 < 64.9% = F (Fail) 

 
For this class and the assignments: 

Class participation and discussion is a very large component of this class.  
The emphasis will be on reading popular materials, and discussing them. 

Class Participation  30% 

Reader's Advisory Tools Assignment 10% 

Weekly Booktalking 20% 

http://regweb.unc.edu/resources/rpm24.php


Genre Assignment 20% 

Final Paper 20% 

 

If you have any concerns or questions about your grades (or any other issues) at any time, please feel free to 
discuss with me. Students at the School of Information and Library Science are expected to follow the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Honor Code: 

The UNC Honor Code prohibits giving or receiving unauthorized aid in the completion of 
assignments. Students are strongly encouraged to cooperate and assist one another and 
share insights and respective expertise in this course. I expect that you will acknowledge 
the support you receive from your colleagues (this may be done in acknowledgements at 
the end of assignments or projects). It is crucial, however, that in every case where you 
use the actual written words of others, that these be properly quoted and cited. When 
you build arguments upon the ideas of others, the originators of those ideas should also 
be cited. 

For more information, see: http://honor.unc.edu/. 

If you feel you may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability, please contact me privately to 
discuss your specific needs. Also, please contact UNC Disability Services at (919) 962-8300 or 
disabilityservices@unc.edu at the Student and Academic Services Buildings, located in Suite 2126, 450 Ridge 
Road, to formally coordinate accommodations and services. 

Diversity Statement 

In support of the University’s diversity goals and the mission of the School of Information and Library Science, 
SILS embraces diversity as an ethical and societal value. We broadly define diversity to include race, gender, 
national origin, ethnicity, religion, social class, age, sexual orientation and physical and learning ability. As an 
academic community committed to preparing our graduates to be leaders in an increasingly multicultural and 
global society we strive to: 

 Ensure inclusive leadership, policies and practices • Integrate diversity into the curriculum and 
research  

 Foster a mutually respectful intellectual environment in which diverse opinions are valued 
 Recruit traditionally underrepresented groups of students, faculty and staff 
 Participate in outreach to underserved groups in the State. The statement represents a commitment of 

resources to the development and maintenance of an academic environment that is open, 
representative, reflective and committed to the concepts of equity and fairness. 

  

With sincere gratitude to Mary Grace Flaherty for sharing past syllabi and resources for use in this semester’s 
course. 

January 10, 2016 
 

1/13/17 Class #1 Course Overview with Dates 

Required text: 
Joyce G. Saricks - The Readers' Advisory Guide To Genre Fiction: Any edition is fine. 

http://honor.unc.edu/


  

Date Class # Topic Readings for This Day Assignment Due This Day 

1/13/17 1 Introduction; overview; 
genre choices 

None None 

1/20/17 2 Reader’s Advisory interview; 
Reader’s Advisory & Tools of 
the Trade 

 Your Brain on 
Fiction 

 RA Survey: 
Final Report 

Reader’s Advisory Presentation on 
RA Tool 

1/27/17 3 Popular culture & library 
trends - the art of the best 
selling book 

Guest: 
Tracy Babiasz 
Acquisitions & Collections 
Manager 
Chapel Hill Public Library 

 Pew Report: 
Book Reading 
2016 

 The Greatest 
Mystery: 
Making a 
Bestseller 

 Trend 
Turnaround: 
Materials 
Survey 2016 

 Materials 
Breakout: 
Materials 
Survey 2015 

RA questions & review 

2/3/17 4 Booktalking for Adults 

Genre: popular non-fiction 
material 

 Booktalking for 
Adult 
Audiences (pdf
) 

 Alpert, A. 
(2006). 
Incorporating 
Nonfiction into 
RA Services. 
RUSQ 46(1), 
25-32 

Be prepared to discuss a non-
fiction book 

2/10/17 5 Marketing the Popular 
Collection - Field Trip to West 
Regional Library? 

    

2/17/17 6 Genre: Mystery or Fantasy   Be prepared to discuss a book in 
the genre of the week; booktalk 

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/18/opinion/sunday/the-neuroscience-of-your-brain-on-fiction.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/18/opinion/sunday/the-neuroscience-of-your-brain-on-fiction.html
https://sakai.unc.edu/access/content/group/1e758b00-c922-42df-ad44-727e9522bb61/ReadersAdvisorySurveyReport_Final.pdf
https://sakai.unc.edu/access/content/group/1e758b00-c922-42df-ad44-727e9522bb61/ReadersAdvisorySurveyReport_Final.pdf
http://www.pewinternet.org/files/2016/08/PI_2016.09.01_Book-Reading_FINAL.pdf
http://www.pewinternet.org/files/2016/08/PI_2016.09.01_Book-Reading_FINAL.pdf
http://www.pewinternet.org/files/2016/08/PI_2016.09.01_Book-Reading_FINAL.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/13/business/yourmoney/13book.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/13/business/yourmoney/13book.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/13/business/yourmoney/13book.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/13/business/yourmoney/13book.html
http://reviews.libraryjournal.com/2016/03/books/trend-turnaround-materials-survey-2016/
http://reviews.libraryjournal.com/2016/03/books/trend-turnaround-materials-survey-2016/
http://reviews.libraryjournal.com/2016/03/books/trend-turnaround-materials-survey-2016/
http://reviews.libraryjournal.com/2016/03/books/trend-turnaround-materials-survey-2016/
http://reviews.libraryjournal.com/2015/03/books/materials-breakout-materials-survey-2015/
http://reviews.libraryjournal.com/2015/03/books/materials-breakout-materials-survey-2015/
http://reviews.libraryjournal.com/2015/03/books/materials-breakout-materials-survey-2015/
http://reviews.libraryjournal.com/2015/03/books/materials-breakout-materials-survey-2015/
https://sakai.unc.edu/access/content/group/1e758b00-c922-42df-ad44-727e9522bb61/RA%20questions.pdf
https://sakai.unc.edu/access/content/group/1e758b00-c922-42df-ad44-727e9522bb61/Booktalking%20for%20Adults.pdf
https://sakai.unc.edu/access/content/group/1e758b00-c922-42df-ad44-727e9522bb61/Booktalking%20for%20Adults.pdf
https://sakai.unc.edu/access/content/group/1e758b00-c922-42df-ad44-727e9522bb61/Booktalking%20for%20Adults.pdf


2/24/17 7 Genre: Romance 
Guest: author Jennifer 
Lohmann 

  Be prepared to discuss a book in 
the genre of the week; booktalk 

3/3/17 8 Genre: Mystery or Fantasy   Be prepared to discuss a book in 
the genre of the week; booktalk 

3/10/17 9 NO CLASS: SPRING BREAK     

3/17/17 10 Genre: Science Fiction 
Guest: Dan Brooks 

  Be prepared to discuss a book in 
the genre of the week; booktalk  

3/24/17 11 Genres (2)   Be prepared to discuss a book in 
(1) of the genres of the week; 
booktalk 

3/31/17 12 Genre (2)   Be prepared to discuss a book in 
(1) of the genres of the week; 
booktalk 

4/7/17 13 Genre (2)   Be prepared to discuss a book in 
(1) of the genres of the week; 
booktalk 

4/14/17 14 NO CLASS: SPRING HOLIDAY     

4/21/17 15 Genre (2)   Be prepared to discuss a book in 
(1) of the genres of the week; 
booktalk 

4/28/17 16 Genre (1) & wrap up 
Final paper due: The future 
of popular materials and 
reader’s advisory 

  Final paper due 

Be prepared to discuss a book in 
the genre of the week 

 

1/20/17 Class #2 Reader's Advisory 

Date Class # Topic Readings for This 
Day 

Assignment 
Due This Day 

1/20/17 2 Reader’s Advisory interview; 
Reader’s Advisory & Tools of the 
Trade 

 Your Brain 
on Fiction 

 RA Survey: 
Final Report 

Reader’s 
Advisory 
Presentation on 
RA Tool 

Tools of the Trade Assignment 

Choose (1) of the reader’s advisory resources below - (1) per student so each student has a unique RA 
resource. 

 KDL What to Read Next 
 fictiondb 

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/18/opinion/sunday/the-neuroscience-of-your-brain-on-fiction.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/18/opinion/sunday/the-neuroscience-of-your-brain-on-fiction.html
https://sakai.unc.edu/access/content/group/1e758b00-c922-42df-ad44-727e9522bb61/ReadersAdvisorySurveyReport_Final.pdf
https://sakai.unc.edu/access/content/group/1e758b00-c922-42df-ad44-727e9522bb61/ReadersAdvisorySurveyReport_Final.pdf


 Novelist 
 Literature Map 
 Library Web Sites (choose a specific library) 
 Amazon 
 Writer Guilds (Mystery, Romance, etc) 
 Goodreads 
 Whichbook 
 Based on the Book 
 Reading Group Guides 
 A resource of your choice not listed above 

Each student will have a short (5-7 minute) presentation on his/her RA tool. Be prepared to demonstrate it. 
Keep it short, content-rich, and user-friendly, please!  Answer the question: why is this tool useful for RA? 
Pros? Cons? 
 

1/27/17 Class #3 Popular Culture & Library Trends 

Date Class # Topic Readings for This 
Day 

Assignment 
Due This Day 

1/27/17 3 Popular culture & library trends - 
the art of the best selling book 

Guest: 

Tracy Babiasz 
Acquisitions and Collections 
ManagerChapel Hill Public Library 

 Pew Report: 
Book 
Reading 
2016 

 The Greatest 
Mystery: 
Making a 
Bestseller 

 Trend 
Turnaround: 
Materials 
Survey 2016 

 Materials 
Breakout: 
Materials 
Survey 2015 

RA questions - 
be ready for 
discussion 

 
 

2/3/17 Class #4 Booktalking & Nonfiction 

Date Class # Topic Readings for This Day Assignment Due 
This Day 

2/3/17 4 Booktalking for Adults 

Genre: popular non-fiction material 

 Booktalking for 
Adult 
Audiences (pdf) 

 Alpert, A. (2006). 
Incorporating 

Be prepared to 
discuss and 
booktalk a non-
fiction book 

http://www.pewinternet.org/files/2016/08/PI_2016.09.01_Book-Reading_FINAL.pdf
http://www.pewinternet.org/files/2016/08/PI_2016.09.01_Book-Reading_FINAL.pdf
http://www.pewinternet.org/files/2016/08/PI_2016.09.01_Book-Reading_FINAL.pdf
http://www.pewinternet.org/files/2016/08/PI_2016.09.01_Book-Reading_FINAL.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/13/business/yourmoney/13book.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/13/business/yourmoney/13book.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/13/business/yourmoney/13book.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/13/business/yourmoney/13book.html
http://reviews.libraryjournal.com/2016/03/books/trend-turnaround-materials-survey-2016/
http://reviews.libraryjournal.com/2016/03/books/trend-turnaround-materials-survey-2016/
http://reviews.libraryjournal.com/2016/03/books/trend-turnaround-materials-survey-2016/
http://reviews.libraryjournal.com/2016/03/books/trend-turnaround-materials-survey-2016/
http://reviews.libraryjournal.com/2015/03/books/materials-breakout-materials-survey-2015/
http://reviews.libraryjournal.com/2015/03/books/materials-breakout-materials-survey-2015/
http://reviews.libraryjournal.com/2015/03/books/materials-breakout-materials-survey-2015/
http://reviews.libraryjournal.com/2015/03/books/materials-breakout-materials-survey-2015/
https://sakai.unc.edu/access/content/group/1e758b00-c922-42df-ad44-727e9522bb61/RA%20questions.pdf
https://sakai.unc.edu/access/content/group/1e758b00-c922-42df-ad44-727e9522bb61/Booktalking%20for%20Adults.pdf
https://sakai.unc.edu/access/content/group/1e758b00-c922-42df-ad44-727e9522bb61/Booktalking%20for%20Adults.pdf
https://sakai.unc.edu/access/content/group/1e758b00-c922-42df-ad44-727e9522bb61/Booktalking%20for%20Adults.pdf


Nonfiction into RA 
Services. RUSQ 
46(1), 25-32 (via 
Proquest) 

Read the article on booktalking for adults. We'll discuss strategies, tactics, and pitfalls when booktalking for 
adults. 

Students who are not presenting this week: read a book in this genre and be prepared to book talk it. 

GENRE PRESENTATION & ASSIGNMENT FOR STUDENT WHO CHOSE NON FICTION 

Booktalk 
Read a book representative of your genre. Bring that book to class. Conduct 3-4 minute book talk on that 
book. 

Readings 
Select  1-2 short readings on the genre. One reading can/should be your class text book. 

Readings other than the text need to be chosen ASAP so that they can be communicated to other students 
and they have time to read them before the day of your presentation. Be prepared during your presentation 
to give a quick overview of the readings you assigned to your classmates. Why did you assign them? 

Present your genre 
20-30 minute presentation on your genre to include, the following. 

 Overview of the genre 
 Elements of the genre – what this genre known for? 
 History  & definition of the genre 
 Characteristics & types (including any sub-genres you think are relevant) 
 Does this genre lend itself well to series? 
 What type of trends do you see in this genre? 
 What are the literary prizes/awards (if any)? 
 Some questions to consider: 
 How will you sell this genre to patrons? 
 Who is your target audience? 
 Are there preferred formats for this genre, or formats that won’t work well? 

 

Reading List 
Prepare a reading list on your genre. Post a .pdf version in Sakai. 

Length: no more than (2) pages.  If you are creative, go for it - attractive reading lists can be a great selling 
point to patrons! See sample reading list (pdf). 

Elements of the List: 

 Title of the Genre 
 Your name (best in a footer) 
 Date of preparation (best in a footer) 
 Top 5-10 authors in the genre (list of names) 
 5-10 Classic Titles in the Genre (please note sub types if needed) 

https://sakai.unc.edu/access/content/group/1e758b00-c922-42df-ad44-727e9522bb61/Jodi%20Picoult.pdf


 Provide title, author and book cover image, as well as a 2-4 sentence summary of the book. 
 What is HOT right now?  Make sure you include a couple of current titles 

 

Discussion 
Moderate the discussion of the genre. 
 

2/10/17 Class #5 Marketing Popular Materials (Field Trip) 

Proposed: a "field trip" to West Regional Library in Cary to see how a large-volume public library markets its 
popular collection. 

Address: 4000 Louis Stephens Drive, Cary, NC 27519 
 

2/17/17 Class #6 Genre Assignment - includes overview of assignment 

GENRE ASSIGNMENTS 

Overview: in this class, we will read 10 genres out of 15 possible genre choices. 

We have 15 students. The goal is that while each student will present on a genre, no way are we all reasonably 
going to read 15 books. So, our goal will be to read 10 books. This is how it will work: 

Everyone will read the following (5) core genres: 

 Non Fiction 
 Mystery/Suspense 
 Science Fiction 
 Fantasy 
 Romance 

The remaining (10) genres will be chosen by the class as a group. As a student, you will choose (5) of the (10) 
chosen genres to read for class. My requirement is that you will have read a total of (10) genres by the end of 
the semester: the (5) core genres, and (5) of the (10) other genres. Of course, you can read more if you wish, 
but it is not in any way required. 

Possible genre choices might include (we will decide as a group on the final 10 genres): 

 Gentle/cozy reads 
 Historical fiction 
 Women's/domestic fiction 
 Thrillers/Spy/Political fiction 
 Contemporary literary fiction 
 Inspirational/Christian 
 LGBTQ 
 Young adult & kids' books (books that would appeal to the adult reader-crossover appeal) 
 Horror 
 Multicultural 

 

GENRE PRESENTATION & ASSIGNMENT FOR STUDENT WHO CHOSE THIS WEEK'S GENRE 

Booktalk 
Read a book representative of your genre. Bring that book to class. Conduct 3-4 minute book talk on that 



book. 

Readings 
Select 1-2 short readings on the genre. One reading can/should be your class text book if that genre is 
covered. 

Readings other than the text need to be chosen ASAP so that they can be communicated to other students 
and they have time to read them before the day of your presentation. Be prepared during your presentation 
to give a quick overview of the readings you assigned to your classmates. Why did you assign them? 

Present your genre 
20-30 minute presentation on your genre to include, the following. 

 Overview of the genre 
 Elements of the genre – what this genre known for? 
 History  & definition of the genre 
 Characteristics & types (including any sub-genres you think are relevant) 
 Does this genre lend itself well to series? 
 What type of trends do you see in this genre? 
 What are the literary prizes/awards (if any)? 
 Some questions to consider: 
 How will you sell this genre to patrons? 
 Who is your target audience? 
 Are there preferred formats for this genre, or formats that won’t work well? 

 

Reading List 
Prepare a reading list on your genre. Post a .pdf version in Sakai. 

Length: no more than (2) pages.  If you are creative, go for it - attractive reading lists can be a great selling 
point to patrons! See sample reading list (pdf). 

Elements of the List: 

 Title of the Genre 
 Your name (best in a footer) 
 Date of preparation (best in a footer) 
 Top 5-10 authors in the genre (list of names) 
 5-10 Classic Titles in the Genre (please note sub types if needed) 
 Provide title, author and book cover image, as well as a 2-4 sentence summary of the book. 
 What is HOT right now?  Make sure you include a couple of current titles 

 

Discussion 
Moderate the discussion of the genre. 

Students who are  not presenting (everyone except one!) will be expected to contribute to the discussion, as 
well as book talk his/her book choice in the genre. 
 

 

 

https://sakai.unc.edu/access/content/group/1e758b00-c922-42df-ad44-727e9522bb61/Jodi%20Picoult.pdf

