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BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW
More than 700,000 incarcerated individuals leave federal and state prisons each year making reentry into the community a major concern for federal, state, and local governments. Too many of these individuals do not reintegrate successfully into society; within three years of release, four out of 10 prisoners will have committed new crimes or violated the terms of their release and be re-incarcerated. 
This cycle of catch-and-release costs states more than $50 billion.  Moreover, the number of those cycling in and out of our nation’s prisons not only jeopardizes public safety, but also ravages families and their communities.  According to a 2010 Pew Charitable Trusts report: 

· Approximately 2.7 million children have an incarcerated parent, and these children are more likely to be expelled or suspended from school than children without an incarcerated parent. 

· One in three black men, one in eight white men, and one in 14 Hispanic men between the ages of 20 and 34 without a high school credential are incarcerated. 

· Formerly incarcerated men earn approximately 11 percent less per hour and 40 percent less per year than those who have never been incarcerated. 

Unfortunately, many offenders are ill-equipped to break the cycle of catch-and-release because they lack the education and workforce skills needed to succeed in the labor market and the cognitive skills (e.g., the ability to solve problems and reason) needed to address the challenges of reentry.  In fact, approximately 40 percent of federal and state prisoners lack a high school credential, compared to less than 20 percent of the general population.  Even fewer have completed any college course work (Greenberg, Dunleavy, and Kutner 2007). Many prisoners also have limited work experience and struggle to find employment once released (Gould, Weinberg, and Mustard 2002; Yahner and Visher 2008). They also typically have cognitive deficits, which are associated with criminal behavior (Andrews et al. 1990; MacKenzie 2006; MacKenzie 2012). 

Although most state and federal prisons offer adult education and career and technical education (CTE) programs and some offer postsecondary education, participation in these programs has not kept pace with the growing prison population (Western, Schiraldi, and Ziedenberg 2003).  Similarly, those under community supervision (parole or probation) often do not participate in education and training programs (Visher, Debus, and Yahner 2008).
The term “Re-entry” incorporates initiatives to make communities safer, assist those returning from prison and jail in becoming productive, tax-paying citizens, and save taxpayer dollars by lowering the direct and collateral costs of incarceration.  Adult Basic Education, providing access to and mastery of, the common core requirements leading to a High School diploma or GED, are the first and most basic building blocks in a successful re-entry strategy.
One in every thirty-two Americans passes through a correctional institution at some point in life.  At any given time, more than 2.1 million persons are incarcerated in the correctional institutions of America.  Some 175,000 are in federal prisons while the balance are held in local jails and state prisons.  During the course of a year, between 10 and 12 million people are admitted to jails alone; about this same number are released from jail.  Many people in this enormous pool are rearrested and re-incarcerated.  In addition to those entering and held in correctional institutions, many millions more are on probation or parole at any given time, about 6.7 million at the end of 2010, or 3.1 percent of all U.S. adult residents.  Moreover, the nation has a huge problem of recidivism, with large numbers of ex-offenders headed down a path to more serious crimes and longer terms in state and federal prison facilities.

The fact is that unless parolees and others released from confinement have the skills needed to obtain and keep a job, they are apt to find themselves back in the same circumstances that produced their criminal behavior in the first place, with consequent implications for the public safely and the economy.  If they are to find meaningful jobs, acquire GEDs and transition into some postsecondary education (because the nature of work increasingly requires it), carefully targeted policies, funding and programming need to be strongly supported at all levels.

Studies show that imprisoned individuals are disproportionately and increasingly undereducated, with low skills in the basics of reading, writing, math and oral communication.  Studies also show a close connection between recidivism rates and the provision of suitable educational services for the incarcerated and those leaving prison.  Those who participate in correctional education programs have substantially lower rates of re-arrest, reconviction and re-incarceration than people who leave prison without educational intervention.  A range of recent studies establishes a strong case for remedial programs including basic literacy and adult education.

The introduction of Computer Learning and Technology into Correctional Education

In recent years, promising new computer and communications technologies have slowly been incorporated into correctional education. Multimedia content and interactive learning opportunities can now be delivered via the Internet, closed/restricted computer networks, satellite, closed-circuit television, CDs or DVDs, videotapes, or videoconferencing. Coursework using these technologies ranges from highly structured, prepackaged instruction to self-guided, individualized, and interactive lessons. Technology holds great promise for addressing many of the challenges of providing education in a correctional environment, such as institutional security constraints and inadequate staffing and resources.

The incorporation of new technological applications can enhance correctional education by providing programs specifically geared toward incarcerated populations; offering customized instruction that addresses different learning styles and ability levels, as well as special needs; delivering simultaneous instruction to large numbers of students in multiple locations, saving money and staff resources;  serving facilities that are too isolated or have too few students to make face-to-face programming cost-effective; providing standardized coursework that is consistent across students and facilities; serving incarcerated students who, because of their security classification or for other reasons, cannot be in contact with other inmates;  linking students to courses being offered in the community; and improving training programs for correctional educators.

Technology is more than simply a mechanism for delivering education; using computers, the Internet, and other communications technologies can be a learning experience in and of itself. Since many incarcerated students have limited exposure to these technologies, any interaction with computers or the Internet can serve as a form of vocational training.  Computers and the Internet are also an increasingly essential part of the actual educational process, and both teachers and students rely heavily on these tools for seeking information, locating articles and references, and composing documents. Having technology available in correctional facilities also opens up the opportunity for computer skills classes and other technological training courses.

The lack of formal education among the incarcerated population is rooted in a much larger failure of the public education system in communities across the country, a failure that limits the economic, political, and social opportunities available to people in these communities.  For many individuals, even at the start of the 21st century, the tremendous transformative power of education remains out of reach.

The importance of access to high-quality education for incarcerated and formerly incarcerated people has once again garnered attention as part of a larger conversation on strategies for addressing the social and financial challenges caused by mass incarceration and prisoner reentry. The conversations at the Reentry Roundtable on Education made it clear that education can play a crucial role in rehabilitation and reintegration for people who are or have been incarcerated.

Research demonstrates that education can change thinking, encourage pro-social behavior, increase employment, and reduce recidivism.  Education’s power to transform lives in both tangible and intangible ways makes it one of the most valuable and effective tools we may have for helping people rebuild their lives after incarceration, as well as for combating crime and reducing criminal justice costs.

The Need for K12 Educational Tools in Corrections

Rapid increases in the U.S. prisoner population over recent decades have increased the need for educational services in correctional settings.  Research shows that incarcerated populations are over-represented in segments of the general population that lack basic literacy skills.  The 2010 National Assessment of Adult Literacy found that the prison population, both male and female, had lower literacy rates than individuals who were not incarcerated.
As an example:  In New Mexico, the corrections department reported that 10% of offenders scored at or below the third-grade level, 32% tested at or below the sixth-grade levels in reading and math, only 50% had a high-school diploma, and fewer than 20 prisoners (.003%) had some college-level education.*
*Gerald G. Gaes, "The Impact of Prison Education Programs on Post-Release Outcomes," Reentry Roundtable on Education (2008).
THE MARKET

Number of Jails, State Prisons, Federal Prisons and Private Prisons

· The United States has an incarcerated population of 2.3 million, the largest prison population of any country in the world. 
· The US spends approximately $52 billion on corrections each year, with the cost of providing a college education to an incarcerated student at $2,000 to $3,782, compared to $32,000 to $40,000 per year to incarcerate the same individual.
· Jails and Sheriff’s Departments house inmates serving sentences of one year or less.  There are 3,200 jails in the U.S.  
· There are about 1400 prisons nationwide, just over 100 are federal prisons and there are over 1700 state facilities.  
· There are approximately 415 privately owned prisons throughout the U.S. 
· In 2009, more than 2,000 residential juvenile justice facilities in the United States housed more than 90,000 juvenile offenders.

· As of 2010 there were 256 halfway houses (Community Correctional facilities housing ex-offenders currently under supervision) nationwide.
Glossary of Terms
▪ Adult Basic Education (ABE): Basic skills training in arithmetic, reading, writing, and English as a Second Language (ESL). 

▪ Adult Secondary Education: Instruction for the GED tests or another certificate of high school equivalency. 

▪ Vocational Education: Training to prepare individuals for general positions of employment as well as skills for specific jobs and/or industries. Vocational training aims to provide the skills needed to secure and retain gainful employment upon release. 

▪ College Coursework: Advanced instruction that allows individuals to earn college credit which may be applied toward an Associate, Bachelor, or Master degree. 

▪Special Education: Educational training designed for individuals who have learning differences. 

▪Study Release: Release of prisoners for participation in coursework or training offered outside of the prison or jail. 

▪Life Skills/Competency-Based Education: Wide variety of programs that focus on providing individuals with communication skills, job and financial skills development, education, interpersonal and family relationship development, as well as stress and anger management (U.S. Department of Education 2006, p. 10). 
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