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Instructor:  Michele Hayslett, M.S.L.S. 

Office:  Davis Library 123*     Office Telephone:  919-843-6958 

Email:  michele_hayslett@unc.edu (please be sure to put INLS 707 in the subject line—if you 

don’t I may miss your message). 

 

Office Hours:  10 – 11:30 am, most weekdays.  My schedule is extremely variable, however, so 

you will want to schedule an appointment to be sure of catching me. 

 

*My office is on the first floor of Davis Library but there’s no room number posted so let’s talk 

before you come by the first time. 

 

mailto:michele_hayslett@unc.edu
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Purpose and Audience 

This course will cover information produced by many levels of government, primarily in the 

U.S., but also international inter-governmental organizations (IGOs) such as the United Nations, 

some high level information on foreign governments, and non-governmental organizations 

(NGOs).  The course is by definition selective.  Government information is diverse, so this 

course will introduce documents in many media including print and electronic, as well as 

statistics and data.   

 

The class is oriented primarily toward library and information science graduate students.  

However, government information is broadly applicable in many types of research 

environments and the content may be useful to students in other fields which rely heavily on 

government information such as history, public policy, political science, sociology, etc.  This 

course will extend SILS students’ learning about reference work but course work and 

assignments are tailored to encourage independent exploration/reporting and to reinforce 

understanding of particular resources and broader concepts. Students should leave the course 

with a sense of the range and depth of information produced and disseminated by 

governments, and the evolving role played by government information libraries and librarians 

in mediating access to these resources. 

 

Pre-requisite 

Students must have completed INLS 501, Information Resources and Services; be enrolled in 

that course simultaneously with this one; or have permission of the instructor.   

 

Goals 

 To discuss how government information is collected, organized and used in libraries and 

other research settings. 

 To acquaint students with the variety of government information by subject and format. 

 To demonstrate the popular and research value of government information generally 

and major sources of material specifically. 

 

Key Learning Objectives 

 Understand the basic structure and organization of the U.S. Federal government and the 

structure and organization of sources of information produced by and about it. 

 Explore governance at many levels:  international, national, state and local; consider the 

varieties of information governments produce; and consider the role information and 

libraries play in different types of governments. 
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 Learn strategies for locating government information and data in whatever format. 

 Understand the wide range of applications of government information. 

 

Honor Code Policy  

Your fellow classmates will contribute greatly to your learning experience in this class and 

during your time at SILS generally.  Discussions and sharing of experience and insights are 

crucial to your education.  However, the UNC Honor Code prohibits giving or receiving 

unauthorized aid in the completion of assignments, and students must work on all graded 

assignments individually as noted in the Assessment/Grading section.   

 

Remember that your classmates today will be your colleagues once you graduate.  Don’t abuse 

them.  I expect you to acknowledge support and insight you gain from your colleagues just as 

you would in a published work, e.g., in acknowledgements at the end of assignments or 

projects.  In every case where you use the actual written words of others (such as from emails 

or discussion forums), these must be properly quoted and cited in American Psychological 

Association (APA) style (unless you plan to publish your finished work in a journal that uses a 

different style, in which case let me know and use that one).  And when you build arguments 

upon the ideas of others, the originators of those ideas should also be cited, even if the 

originator is you in a previous work.  Finally, you are required to sign a pledge on all written 

work that you have adhered to the Honor System in completing it.  To learn more about the 

Honor Code, see https://studentconduct.unc.edu/students/honor-system-module.  

 

(adapted from INLS 490: Issues in Digital Video, Spring 2010. Instructor: Gary Marchionini) 

 

Accessibility/Accommodations 

If students need special accommodations, they must register with the Accessibility Resources 

and Service Office at https://accessibility.unc.edu/register.  Specific accommodations are 

determined by that office on a case-by-case basis.  The web site offers a wealth of information 

about accommodations and services, including an FAQ and links to various campus offices' 

services like the University Libraries’. 

 

The instructor strives to offer assignments that appeal to different learning styles, most with 
flexible deadlines.  If you prefer a different sort of assignment, ask the instructor. 

https://studentconduct.unc.edu/students/honor-system-module
https://accessibility.unc.edu/register
https://accessibility.unc.edu/students/registered-students/student-faqs
https://accessibility.unc.edu/students/registered-students/unc-campus-resources
https://accessibility.unc.edu/students/registered-students/unc-campus-resources
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Textbook  

No textbook is required. I will draw on a variety of materials for readings and pre-class 

preparation, as you will see below.   

 

Please note, where I assign review of another librarian's material, e.g., a LibGuide to specialized 

reference sources, it is NOT acceptable for this class for you to contact that librarian with 

questions.  They have posted their material primarily for use by their particular users, not for 

the benefit of this class.  Do not expect them to spend time educating you personally.  We will 

work through questions together. 

 

Class Schedule  

Be aware, readings, small assignments and their due dates may shift over the course of the 

semester.  I will provide as much notice of such changes as possible. Readings will be assigned 

throughout the course, and assessments and other ungraded assignments will be given during 

some class periods and may not be noted below. 

 

While preparation for class will often involve reading some material, some assignments may 

involve completing an online exercise or tutorial; watching a film or webinar; or other non-

traditional advance work.  Class discussions will only be as good as your preparation allows 

them to be.  You should be looking ahead to what is required for the next class--I can often 

provide copy of online material if it should suddenly become unavailable, but will need at least 

a day's notice to do so.  I will also note some optional readings should you want to pursue 

additional reading on a given topic. 

 

 
Use the coursepage wiki to note questions sparked by the pre-class preparation. 

 
 

Wed., August 19 

Logistics / Overview 

What is government?  What are gov docs?   

 

Assignments: 

 Weekly Government in the News Assignment – Due August 24th 

 5 Principles of Government Information assignment  – Due August 24th 
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Think about what you believe should be true about government information in 

U.S. society.  Write five principles describing it with consideration of the 

following questions: 

o Who should produce it? 

o Who should have access to it?  To all content, or what sub-sets should be 

limited? 

o How should access be given?  Where?  In paper or e-formats?   

o How should authenticity/integrity be assured?  Who should assure it?  Or 

should it be assured at all?  What are the consequences of not assuring it? 

o How long should information be available? 

o Should it be copyrighted? 

 Choose Projects and Deadlines Assignment – Due September 9th  

Send me a list of the projects that you wish to complete for this class along with 

a milestones document that spells out intermediary and final deadlines you will 

adhere to.  See a sample milestone document on Sakai.  Once you set your 

deadlines, you must adhere to them or communicate with me well in advance. 

 

August 24  

How Researchers Use Government Information 

Lars Schoultz, Distinguished Professor of Political Science, guest 

 

DUE:   

 Sign up for Government in the News week 

 Responses to What Do You Want Out of This Class? handout 

 

Pre-Class Prep: 

 Read Kosar, Kevin R.  “Why I Quit the Congressional Research Service.”  Washington 

Monthly, Jan/Feb 2015.  (approximately 4 pages) 

o Reflection Questions:  What topics does the CRS cover?  What effect has 

partisanship generally (not the left or right in particular, but general 

partisanship) had on the work of the CRS? 

 

August 26 

Discuss Principles of Government Information 

Searching for Government Information  in Print  

Tour of Docs Collection 

 

http://www.washingtonmonthly.com/magazine/januaryfebruary_2015/features/why_i_quit_the_congressional_r053467.php?page=all
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DUE:   

5 Principles of Government Information assignment 

 

Pre-Class Prep: 

 View Basics of SuDoc Classification webinar, FDLP Academy (44 min)  

http://login.icohere.com/connect/d_connect_itemframer.cfm?vsDTTitle=SuDocs%2

0Classification%20System%3A%20An%20Overview&dseq=18332&dtseq=94166&em

disc=2&mkey=public1172&vbDTA=0&viNA=0&vsDTA=&PAN=2&bDTC=0&topictype=

standard default linear&vsSH=A (note link to slides on this web page, at upper right) 

(recorded June 5, 2015) 

 Complete How to Read a SuDoc Number tutorial with quiz (from MSU) – 

https://www.lib.msu.edu/branches/gov/sudocs-basics/  - complete the quiz to check 

your comprehension; results will not come to me. 

 

August 31   

Orientation to Databases/e-Research Tools, Database Structures and Searching 

Searching for Government Information Electronically 

 

September 2 

Legislative Branch  

 

Pre-Class Prep: 

 Sakai:  Haskell, John.  Part of Chapter 2, “The Nature of Congress,” Congress In 

Context.  Boulder:  Westview Press, 2010, pages 49-52, starting with the section 

headed The Great Compromise and reading through the section headed The Key 

Difference Between the House and Senate?  It’s a Matter of Perspective.1 

 View Schoolhouse Rock video, “I’m Just a Bill” at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFroMQlKiag (3:21 min; start at 0:16) ©1975. 

 Sakai:   Haskell, John.  Chapter 4, “Congress as the Board of Directors:  Authorizing 

the Work of Government,” Congress In Context.  Boulder:  Westview Press, 2010, 

pages 129-194.  Please note:  it’s not crucial that you read the whole chapter word-

for-word, but know: 

o The difference between authorizing bills and appropriation ones 

                                                     
1 This is a very in-depth textbook on how Congress works, the motivations of its members and the intricacies of its 

operations—feel free to read the whole book if you’re really interested.  Plus, each chapter has Suggestions 
for Further Reading. 

http://login.icohere.com/connect/d_connect_itemframer.cfm?vsDTTitle=SuDocs%20Classification%20System%3A%20An%20Overview&dseq=18332&dtseq=94166&emdisc=2&mkey=public1172&vbDTA=0&viNA=0&vsDTA=&PAN=2&bDTC=0&topictype=standard%20default%20linear&vsSH=A
http://login.icohere.com/connect/d_connect_itemframer.cfm?vsDTTitle=SuDocs%20Classification%20System%3A%20An%20Overview&dseq=18332&dtseq=94166&emdisc=2&mkey=public1172&vbDTA=0&viNA=0&vsDTA=&PAN=2&bDTC=0&topictype=standard%20default%20linear&vsSH=A
http://login.icohere.com/connect/d_connect_itemframer.cfm?vsDTTitle=SuDocs%20Classification%20System%3A%20An%20Overview&dseq=18332&dtseq=94166&emdisc=2&mkey=public1172&vbDTA=0&viNA=0&vsDTA=&PAN=2&bDTC=0&topictype=standard%20default%20linear&vsSH=A
http://login.icohere.com/connect/d_connect_itemframer.cfm?vsDTTitle=SuDocs%20Classification%20System%3A%20An%20Overview&dseq=18332&dtseq=94166&emdisc=2&mkey=public1172&vbDTA=0&viNA=0&vsDTA=&PAN=2&bDTC=0&topictype=standard%20default%20linear&vsSH=A
https://www.lib.msu.edu/branches/gov/sudocs-basics/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFroMQlKiag
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o The four tasks authorization bills may accomplish 

o The role of authorizing committees versus appropriation ones.   

o The big picture of the legislative process (there’s a chart), the Rule of 218 and 60, 

and the sports analogy.   

o The bit about mandatory spending.  And finally, 

o Read the boxes and exhibits throughout the chapter. 

 Peruse Penn State’s Legislative Branch Publications LibGuide, 

https://www.libraries.psu.edu/psul/researchguides/socialsciences/legis.html 

(author Stephen Woods); note multiple tabs. 

 

Assignment: 

 Worksheet Assignment 1 given out, due Sept 16th 

 

September 7 – NO CLASS – Labor Day holiday 

September 9  

Executive Branch  

 

DUE:   

Choice of projects and milestones document 

 

Pre-Class Prep: 

 Review Haskell, John.  Chapter 4, “Congress as the Board of Directors:  

Authorizing the Work of Government,” Congress In Context.  Boulder:  Westview 

Press, 2010, especially the bits about authorization bills. 

 Sakai:  Whisner, Mary.  “Some Guidance about Federal Agencies and Guidance.”  

Law Library Journal Vol 105(3), p. 385-394.   

 

September 14 

Government Data and Data Services, a Primer 

 

Pre-Class Prep: 

 Sakai – Go through FindingData slide deck 

 Ehrenfreund, Max.  “Wonkbook:  U.S. Austerity Was Even Worse Than We Thought, 

Data Suggest.”  Washington Post, posted July 31, 2015, at 

http://link.washingtonpost.com/view/54a4a66838be0877438610f82w4sq.kqq/e27352f

https://www.libraries.psu.edu/psul/researchguides/socialsciences/legis.html
http://link.washingtonpost.com/view/54a4a66838be0877438610f82w4sq.kqq/e27352f6
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6 (less than one page, down to paragraph beginning “With Congress adjourning for its 

summer recess…”) 

 Listen to Horsley, Scott, “Changing Polling Metrics To Decide GOP's Presidential Debate 

Lineup,” National Public Radio’s Morning Edition, broadcast August 3, 2015, at 

http://www.npr.org/2015/08/03/428901701/changing-polling-metrics-to-decide-gops-

presidential-debate-lineup.  Pay attention especially to the vegetable soup analogy.  

(3:50 minutes) 

 

September 16 

Judicial Branch / Administrative Law 

 

DUE:   

Worksheet Assignment 1 

 

Pre-Class Prep: 

 Read California Courts page, How Courts Work at 

http://www.courts.ca.gov/998.htm (approximately 6 pages) 

 Read NC Judicial System fact sheet, 

http://www.nccourts.org/Citizens/Publications/Documents/JudicialSystemBooklet.p

df (2 pages) 

 View Help! I’m an Accidental Government Information Librarian presents ... Order in 

the Court Records: Finding Briefs, Transcripts, and other Court Materials, presented 

by Jennifer Behrens, Head of Reference Services at Duke Law, recorded June 24, 

2015, at http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources/help-im-accidental-

government-information-librarian-webinars#6-24-15  

 Read through Judicial Branch Publications guide from Gallagher Law Library, 

University of Washington, prepared by Peggy Roebuck Jarrett for LIS 526: 

Government Publications. 

 

September 21  

Census:  Decennial vs. ACS 

 

Pre-Class Prep: 

 Sakai – Go through American Community Survey (ACS):  Brave New World slide deck 

 Sakai – Read ACS-comparison-DC by NY State Data Center (4 pages) 

 Sakai - Go through Choose-Best-Census-Src slide deck 

http://link.washingtonpost.com/view/54a4a66838be0877438610f82w4sq.kqq/e27352f6
http://www.npr.org/2015/08/03/428901701/changing-polling-metrics-to-decide-gops-presidential-debate-lineup
http://www.npr.org/2015/08/03/428901701/changing-polling-metrics-to-decide-gops-presidential-debate-lineup
http://www.courts.ca.gov/998.htm
http://www.nccourts.org/Citizens/JData/Documents/north_carolina_overview_judicial_branch_fact_sheet.pdf
http://www.nccourts.org/Citizens/JData/Documents/north_carolina_overview_judicial_branch_fact_sheet.pdf
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources/help-im-accidental-government-information-librarian-webinars#6-24-15
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources/help-im-accidental-government-information-librarian-webinars#6-24-15
https://lib.law.washington.edu/content/guides/judbranpubs
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 View Daily Show’s 2010 Census http://thedailyshow.cc.com/videos/5czlo7/2010-

census (broadcast April 1, 2010) (4:16 minutes) 

 Read Reamer, Andrew D.  Surveying for Dollars: The Role of the American 

Community Survey in the Geographic Distribution of Federal Funds.  Washington, DC:  

Brookings Institute, July 2010.  (19 pages) 

 Browse Census Bureau’s American Community Survey page, “Questions on the Form 

and Why We Ask.”  Are there questions there you're surprised are asked?  Does the 

ask seem reasonable given the stated reason why? 

 

Assignment: 

Worksheet Assignment 2 given out; due Sept 30th 

 

September 23 

Patents & Trademarks 

 

Pre-Class Prep: 

 View TEDx video, 

http://www.ted.com/talks/mariana_mazzucato_government_investor_risk_taker_in

novator?language=en (filmed June 2013; 14:04 minutes) 

 Sakai – Play Patent Language game 

 Sakai – Play Trademark game 

 Sakai – Review the UPS brand fact sheet and brand violations book 

 

September 28 

Science / Technology / Grey Literature  

 

Pre-Class Prep: 

 Review TEDx video assigned for last class, specifically the bits of the smartphone 

developed under government contract. 

 Sakai:  Larson, Erik.  Opening chapter, “The Beach:  September 8, 1900.”  Isaac’s 

Storm. New York:  Vintage Books, 1999. (about 12 pages) 

 Sakai:  Pejsova, Petra and Vaska, Marcus.  “An Analysis of Current Grey Literature 

Document Typology.” The Grey Journal, Vol 7(2), 2011, p. 72-80. 

 Sakai – Read transcript, Stahl, Lesley.  “Treating Depression.”  60 Minutes, 

broadcast February 19, 2012.  (about 4 pages, beginning on page 5 and ending on 

page 9; search for segment title to locate beginning.) 

http://thedailyshow.cc.com/videos/5czlo7/2010-census
http://thedailyshow.cc.com/videos/5czlo7/2010-census
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/reports/2010/7/26-acs-reamer/0726_acs_reamer.pdf
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/about/why-we-ask-each-question/
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/about/why-we-ask-each-question/
http://www.ted.com/talks/mariana_mazzucato_government_investor_risk_taker_innovator?language=en
http://www.ted.com/talks/mariana_mazzucato_government_investor_risk_taker_innovator?language=en
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 Read McFadden, Robert D. "Frances Oldham Kelsey, Who Saved U.S. Babies From 

Thalidomide, Dies at 101." New York Times, August 7, 2015.  (about 5 pages) 

 

Assignments:   

 Find the web site for your hometown.  What agencies are represented there?  

What information does it/do they publish?  Is this information easily accessible on 

the site?  Can you find data (of any variety) on the site?  If so, what kind?  Overall, 

what deficiencies do you notice?   

 Look up the most recent population total you can find for your hometown in 

American FactFinder (AFF) and Social Explorer (SE).  What year did you find?  Is the 

place urban or rural?  Is it available at all?  Which database do you find easier to 

use?  Now try to look it up through the state demographer’s office for your state.  

Can you find it?  If so, what year did you find?  Is that number different from what 

you found in AFF or SE?  Try to think of reasons it might be different. 

 Pick any state agency (for any state) and look over its web site.  What sub-agencies 

are represented there?  What information does it/do they publish?  Is this 

information easily accessible on the site?  Can you find data (of any variety) on the 

site?  If so, what kind?  Overall, what deficiencies do you notice?  

 

September 30 

State and Local Government Information  

 

DUE:   

1. Worksheet Assignment 2 

2. Be prepared to discuss your hometown’s web site and that of the state agency you 

chose.  

3. Be prepared to discuss what you found among the three different data sources. 

 

Pre-Class Prep: 

 Read Nekola, Adam, “The best and worst of state legislature websites.” 

FiscalNoteBlog (posted August 3, 2015) (about six pages).  Also read Our Vision in 

About section of web site (one sentence). 

 Read “About Stateline” of the Pew Charitable Trust's Stateline web site and 

browse the overall web site.  What do you think this web site is good for? 

 Peruse UNC Law Library’s North Carolina Legislative History LibGuide at 

http://guides.lib.unc.edu/ncleghistory (author, Dave Hansen) 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/08/science/frances-oldham-kelsey-fda-doctor-who-exposed-danger-of-thalidomide-dies-at-101.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/08/science/frances-oldham-kelsey-fda-doctor-who-exposed-danger-of-thalidomide-dies-at-101.html?_r=0
http://blog.fiscalnote.com/2015/08/03/the-best-and-worst-of-state-legislature-websites/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/about-stateline
http://guides.lib.unc.edu/ncleghistory
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 Peruse Wake Forest University School of Law’s North Carolina Legal Research:  

Statutes and Legislative History LibGuide at 

http://libguides.law.wfu.edu/content.php?pid=223642&sid=1855611 (author not 

listed) 

 Read NC League of Municipalities About the League web site at 

http://www.nclm.org/about/Pages/default.aspx (about one page--you need not 

cover linked information like the bylaws and constitution, just the information on 

the page) 

 

Assignment: 

Worksheet Assignment 3 given out; due Oct 26th 

 

October 5 

United Nations 

Other Inter-Govermental Organizations (IGOs) & Non-Govermental Organizations (NGOs) 

 

Pre-Class Prep: 

 Select any sub-agency of the UN.  Review its web site as in previous assignment for 

state and local government. 

 

October7 

Foreign Governments 

 

Pre-Class Prep: 

 Pick any country with which you are unfamiliar and look it up in NationMaster.com.  

What kinds of information are you able to find?  Are you able to understand the 

country’s geographic arrangement (analogous to the state-county hierarchy in the 

U.S.)?  What sub-country information can you find?  Next, look up the same country 

in the UN’s Population Database.  What statistics can you find here?  Finally, look it 

up in WDI Online.  Is it there?  What statistics can you find here? 

 

October 12 – NO CLASS 

Foreign Governments Assignment 

 

http://libguides.law.wfu.edu/content.php?pid=223642&sid=1855611
http://www.nclm.org/about/Pages/default.aspx
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October 14 – NO CLASS – FALL BREAK 

 

October 19  

Long Class:  View DVD in class, The most dangerous man in America: Daniel Ellsberg and the 

Pentagon Papers (93:40 minutes)  

 

October 21 

Out of Class – NCLA 

Assignment TBA + Work on Project 

 

October 26 

Role of a Free Press and Whistleblowers 

Role of Librarians 

Sunshine Week 

 

DUE:   

Worksheet Assignment 3 

 

Pre-Class Prep: 

 West, Marsha. “Classified Information Policy, Government Transparency, and 

WikiLeaks” DttP: A Quarterly Journal of Government Information Practice & 

Perspective, Summer2013, Vol. 41 Issue 2, p13-17, 5p.  Online through Library & 

Information Science Source. 

 Read:  Carpenter, Zoë.  “Librarians Versus the NSA,” The Nation, May 6, 2015, 

http://www.thenation.com/article/206561/librarians-versus-nsa 

 Robinson, Judith S.  Chapter 2, “Access to Government Information.”  Tapping 

the Government Grapevine.  Third edition.  Phoenix:  The Oryx Press, 1998.  

Pages 9 – 15 (up to the box, The Federal Information Center).  Find in the library. 

 

October 28 

FOIA 

Pre-Class Prep: 

 Review Robinson, Judith S.  The Freedom of Information Act section in Chapter 2, 

"Access to Government Information," Tapping the Government Grapevine.  Third 

edition.  Phoenix:  The Oryx Press, 1998.  Pages 12-13. 

http://eresources.lib.unc.edu/eid/subject.php?subjectName=Information+and+Library+Science
http://eresources.lib.unc.edu/eid/subject.php?subjectName=Information+and+Library+Science
http://www.thenation.com/article/206561/librarians-versus-nsa
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November 2 

FDLP Overview w/ Regional Depository Librarian (tentative) 

Assignment: 

Worksheet Assignment 4 given out; due Nov 16th 

 

November 4 

Careers in Government Information:  Panel of guests 

 

November 9 

[Open Class – topic TBA] 

 

November 11 

[Open Class – topic TBA] 

 

November 16 

[Open Class – topic TBA] 

 

DUE:   

Worksheet Assignment 4 

 

Assignment: 

Worksheet Assignment 5 given out; due Dec 7th  

 

November 18 

[Open Class – topic TBA] 

 

November 23  

Future of Government Information & Role of Govt Information Librarians 

Comparison of GODORT Principles of Government Information  

 

Pre-Class Prep: 

 Mart, Susan Nevelow.  “Let the People Know the Facts:  Can Government Information 
Removed From the Internet Be Reclaimed?” Law Library Journal. (98:1) 2006. 1-31.  
Reprinted in llrx.com, http://www.llrx.com/features/reclaimed.htm.  It is older, but 

http://www.llrx.com/features/reclaimed.htm
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documents the political nature of information removal.  (And although it’s nominally 37 
pages long, the article itself only runs a little over 14—the rest is footnotes.)   

 Sowell, Steven L.; Boock, Michael H.; Landis, Lawrence A.; Nutefall, Jennifer E. 

“Between a Rock and a Hard Place: Managing Government Document Collections in 

a Digital World.” Collection Management, Apr 2012, 37 (2), p 98-109, 12p. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01462679.2012.656554 (will have to log in with your 

Onyen) 

 View Daily Show’s Overly Public Library - 

http://thedailyshow.cc.com/videos/nnbnpr/overly-public-library (broadcast May 7, 

2003) (2:06 minutes)  But seriously, what’s wrong with the government seeing what 

library patrons have checked out? 

 Demand a more open-source government (filmed June 2012, at TEDGlobal 2012).  

http://www.ted.com/talks/beth_noveck_demand_a_more_open_source_governme

nt?language=en (17:23 minutes) 

 Review what you sent me as your five principles of government information. 

 

November 25 – NO CLASS - THANKSGIVING  

 

November 30  

Class Members’ Oral Presentation of Project  

 

December 2 

Class Members’ Oral Presentation of Project  

 

 December 7 

[Final Exam slot, 4 pm] 

DUE by 5 pm:   

Worksheet Assignment 5 

 

Class Communication 

We have a class page in Sakai which will be an important forum for class communication.  I have 

posted the syllabus in the Resources section, as well as some of the readings (those that are a 

part of a book or not available by direct link).  You will also find there descriptions of the various 

assignments and prior years’ samples for some assignments (some are new this year so do not 

have samples).  Worksheet assignments and assorted other exercises will be handed out in 

class.  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01462679.2012.656554
http://thedailyshow.cc.com/videos/nnbnpr/overly-public-library
http://www.ted.com/talks/beth_noveck_demand_a_more_open_source_government?language=en
http://www.ted.com/talks/beth_noveck_demand_a_more_open_source_government?language=en
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You may use the Messages or Discussion and Private Messages sections to send me a message.  

I may occasionally assign discussion questions for you to address in the Main area of the 

Discussions and Private Messages section.  

 

Assignments and Evaluation/Grading  

Pace yourself – plan out assignments and due dates carefully; work steadily throughout the 

semester.  You will select some of your own projects and set your own deadlines for those 

projects.  I do this to give you flexibility to arrange the best schedule around your other 

classwork, but it is up to you to stick to it.  I grade down a grade level for each day a project 

is late.  If you find yourself getting behind, talk to me immediately. 

Big Assignments 

Pick any two of the following options.  Pick your due dates, as long as you space them 

out over the semester and confirm them with me by September 9th.  I reserve the right 

to require that you re-work your schedule if it appears you are not leaving yourself 

enough time. 

 

Federal Paper Option 

Choose a topic of interest.  Develop an annotated bibliography for that topic using 

Federal publications, covering 20 to 25 sources. 

 

International Organization Presentation Option 

Choose an Inter-Governmental Organization (IGO) or a Non-Governmental Organization.  

Evaluate its web site and the information, publications and data available from it.  

Present to the class on this material for fifteen minutes and lead a class discussion about 

it. 

 

Teach a Class Option 

Choose a topic from the syllabus or propose one to the instructor, e.g., about a 

particular Federal agency, a Native American government, about consumer protection, 

etc. 

 

Smaller Assignments (by weight) but Still Important 

 



16   © M. Hayslett, 2015 

 

Weekly Government-In-the-News Assignment  

Each week a different student will bring in a news article involving government 

information.  Identify the branch, agency, parent agency and possible related 

documents (e.g., for history, about current issues/developments, or exactly on point 

about the topic).  Consider what other sources might be available and do some digging 

to identify three to five substantial sources.  What were your results?  Did you find the 

things you thought you’d find?  Was the topic easier or harder to research than you 

thought? 

Sign up for a week in the coursepage Wiki.  Sign-up is due by August 24th; obviously, the 

week you sign up for is your due date for the actual assignment. 

 

Pick-Your-Own Assignments 

Pick any two of the following options: 

 Profile an IGO.  Write a five-page paper describing the organization’s purpose, 

organization and publications.  

 Observe a public government meeting locally.  Instructor must approve which body you 

intend to visit.  Write a five-page paper reporting on the body’s structure, purpose and 

documentation, e.g., how/where one could find both historical and future agendas, 

minutes, and other information the body produces. 

 Interview a government official, e.g., what's their job; what are their challenges; what 

information does their office produce.  Must inform the instructor of the name and 

position of the official in the project list and provide interview questions to the 

instructor in advance of the scheduled interview.  You may also wish to provide the 

official with the interview questions in advance but you may not do this until after the 

instructor has reviewed them.  Write a five-page paper reporting what you learn. 

 Use government data to describe an issue, make an argument or profile a geography. 

Write a five-page paper using at least three sources from different agencies. 

 Visit with/shadow a government librarian and report back on what they do.  If needed, 

discuss with the instructor the type of setting in which you are interested and she will 

assist in making introductions.  Must inform the instructor of the name and position of 

the librarian in the milestones document and provide interview questions to the 

instructor in advance of the scheduled interview.  You may also wish to provide the 

interviewee with the interview questions in advance but you may not do this until after 

the instructor has reviewed them.  Write a five-page paper reporting what you learn. 

 Attend one or more of the data visualization workshops in the Research Hub and create 

a data dashboard about a subject of your choice using at least five sources of 

government information. 
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 Learn a data tool like DataFerrett or LEHD's OnTheMap and teach the class how to use 

it. 

 

Establish your own due dates.  A plan for all chosen assignments and due dates must be 

provided to the instructor by September 9th:  see a sample Milestone Document on Sakai in 

Resources. 

 

Other 

Assorted other small assignments may be made.  For example, the first day of class I will give 

out an assignment about the principles of government information.  Other such assignments or 

in-class assessments may be made without warning. 

 

Evaluation/Grading 

In early, smaller assignments, I will mark grammar and spelling issues but not take off points for 

them.  In big assignments, though, grammar and spelling both count.  In ALL assignments, your 

clarity and logic of arguments, effective and accurate use of evidence and precision of language 

count. 

 

 Class attendance and participation – 15% 

o You cannot get an H in this class without attending class, being prepared and 

participating in discussions.   Being prepared means completing the readings and 

other pre-class preparation in advance of class.  It means integrating material 

from the readings and assignments into class discussion, and integrating class 

discussion and readings into assignments.  If you cannot attend a particular class, 

I expect notice beforehand or a very good explanation shortly thereafter.  

Participation will also be graded on how much value you add to the class.  You 

can add value by paying attention so that your contributions are relevant and 

on-point.  You can also add value by making space in the conversation for all 

classmates and being supportive of their contributions. 

o Please subscribe to GOVDOC-L.  This listserv is where government information 

librarians post information and queries for reference questions. Reading the list 

offers additional learning opportunities. Practitioners discuss topics involving the 

profession as it relates to the unique arena of government information as well as 

practical matters such as requests for help with reference questions and needs 

and offers related to physical collections. 

 

To Subscribe:  send to LISTSERV@LISTS.PSU.EDU the command:  

mailto:LISTSERV@LISTS.PSU.EDU


18   © M. Hayslett, 2015 

 

SUB GOVDOC-L [first name last name] 

 

There should be NOTHING else in your message, no signature, nothing. 

 

For one message in a Daily Digest, AFTER you subscribe:  Send to 

LISTSERV@lISTS. PSU.EDU the command:  

SET GOVDOC-L DIGEST 

 

For more information on the list, read the GOVDOC-L User Guide which is sent to 

you when you subscribe. 

o The Government-In-the-News Assignment and assorted other small 

assignments/assessments will be included in this part of your grade. 

 

 Worksheet Assignments (5) – 25% 

Each worksheet is worth 5% of the final grade. You will have at least two weeks to 

complete each worksheet. Please email me the answers (in the email, NOT as an 

attachment) before 6 pm on the class night it is due.  

 

 Big Projects (2) – 50%  

Each big project is worth 25%. 

 

 Pick-Your-Own assignments (2) – 10% 

Each small assignment is worth 5%. 

 

 
Please Note 

Assignments turned in past the due date will drop a grade level for each day they are late. 
 

 

SILS Grading Policy  

H - Clear excellence  

P - Entirely satisfactory  

L - Low passing  

F - Failed  

 

If you find you will be unable to complete the work necessary for the class due to illness or 

other extenuating situations, please contact me as soon as practically possible.  In general, I am 

not inclined to grant Incompletes except in rare circumstances. 
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Instructor Biography 

Michele Hayslett is the Librarian for Numeric Data Services and Data Management in Davis 

Library at UNC at Chapel Hill and has worked here since December 2008.  Prior to that she 

worked with government documents and data at North Carolina State University Libraries in 

Raleigh from March 2005 to December 2008, and at the State Library of North Carolina in 

Raleigh from August 2000 to February 2005.  She holds an M.S.L.S. from SILS (1999) and a B.A. 

with honors from Earlham College (1990). 
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