INLS 200 Data to Story Project Plan
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	Task
	Notes
	Member(s) responsible
	Target Completion Date & Deliverable Format

	Select variables for project
	· Spend some time using SPSS with the GSS data
· Run some basic descriptive statistical analysis using several variables (remember you can focus on different aspects of even one variable – e.g. only male or female, only certain responses, etc.)

· Discuss different interests and possibilities with team

· Come to agreement in selecting 2-3 variables 

· Be flexible and open to change should an interesting variation open up
	
	

	Browse background information on topic to help determine story direction
	· What are potential directions you might take?

· Document all your search actions on the log

· Share findings with team 
	
	

	Determine topical focus
	· Could be a research question(s)

· Could be a hypothesis(es)

· Could be focused exploration of topic
	
	

	Determine specific information needs
	· Relevant statistics

· Similar / relevant research studies
· Definition of terms

· Coverage of topic from various perspectives (e.g. popular media, environmental, feminist, liberal/conservative, etc.)

· Legal aspects?

· Economic aspects?

· Geographic aspects – e.g. maps, climate, historic?

	
	

	Progress strategy
	· How will you divide work?

· How will you work collaboratively and communicate? (face2face meetings, GoogleDocs, email, web conference, phone, etc.)

· How will you save and share material?


	
	

	Search for and identify sources to meet info needs
	· Log all search activity (even dead ends)
	
	Search Log due Thur April 3


	Craft your “story”
	· Ultimately you want to share an interesting “story” in your class presentation
· Think like a journalist to address the who/what/where/when/how and possibly why

· The GSS data is your starting point but you may follow interesting tangents to flesh out your story

	
	

	Craft annotated bibliography
	· Select the best 5-10 resources that you ultimately use to craft your story
· Write a brief description of the information that you use in your story – describe how you evaluated the resource for quality, accuracy, relevance and timeliness

· Write the complete citation in APA format

· Turn in the compiled list with annotations


	
	Annotated bibliography due Tues April 15


	Design, script and rehearse presentation
	· Start with a storyboard approach to lay out your story in a logical and interesting manner
· Fill each PPT slide with images, charts/graphs, main points that can be easily and quickly understood by your audience (i.e. steer away from slides filled with text)
· 20 slides – 20 seconds each

· Script the presentation so you know exactly what to say

· Practice, practice, practice

· Be prepared to address questions from the audience about your story

· Save the presentation in several places – be prepared to load on the instructor’s station computer on your presentation date


	
	Sign up for presentation Tues April 15, Thur April 17 or Tues April 22



