
Enhancing Professional Development

Weekly Gab Sessions
Nearly every week that school is in session, SCOSAA holds a 
ñgab sessionò to allow our members to relax and talk about 
archival issues.  We also invite local archivists to share 
information about their backgrounds and how they became 
archivists, as well as current issues in the ýeld 
relating to their respective positions.  This past year, the 
following professionals participated in gab sessions:

Steve Weiss, Head of the Southern Folklife Collection and 
Sound and Image Librarian, UNC-CH
Kathy Wisser, Metadata Coordinator, NC ECHO (Exploring 
Cultural Heritage Online)
Laura Clark Brown, Head of Public Services, Manuscripts   
Department, UNC-CH
Jason Tomberlin, Special Projects Librarian at the North    
Carolina Collection, UNC-CH
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Introduction
Through internships, fellowships, and part-time jobs, archives 
students at SILS gain practical experience in archives and 
special collections.  But what about life after grad school? With 
this question in mind, the Student Chapter of the Society of 
American Archivists (SCOSAA) at UNC-Chapel Hill hosted the 
following events to connect archival students with practitioners 
in the ýeld.

Trip to the State Archives

In February 2006, SCOSAA members traveled to the North 
Carolina State Archives in Raleigh for a behind-the-scenes tour 
of the stacks. We saw many of the institutionôs unique holdings, 
including an antebellum census with the names and ages of 
all of that countyôs slaves.  We also saw an exhibit about the 
Works Progress Administration in North Carolina. 

Job Workshop: Finding a Job in Archives

In April 2006, SCOSAA co-sponsored a job workshop with the 
Society of North Carolina Archivists. Professional archivists 
from Duke, UNC-Chapel Hill, and NC ECHO shared career 
advice with students who will soon be on the job market. 

Future Plans
SCOSAA eagerly anticipates plans for this fall:

Disaster planning talk with Amistad Research Center archivist 
Brenda Square.
Future gab sessions.
Field trip to the Country Doctor Museum in Bailey, N.C.
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Student Chapter of the Society of American Archivists, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
April Brewer • Jesse Brown • Dawne Howard • Beth Ann Koelsch • Angela McClendon

Panel Session at SNCA Spring Meeting
In March 2006, the SCOSAA-developed panel, ñNew 
Innovations from Future Archivists: Hiring Graduate Students 
and Recent Graduates,ò took place at the Society of North 
Carolina Archivists Spring Meeting in Carrboro, N.C. The panel 
focused on the unique contributions that students and early-
career archivists make to the institutions that hire them and to 
the archival profession as a whole.

NC ECHO Metadata Coordinator Kathy Wisser (right) talks 
to SCOSAA members during a weekly gab session.

Archives students Jerry Judd, Mary von der 
Heide, Karen Paar, and Adonna Thompson 
work together during Aprilôs job workshop.

SCOSAA members Amy McDonald, Ellen 
Whisler, Devon Lee, Beth Ann Koelsch, and 
Dawne Howard stand under the historic 
marker in front of the North Carolina State 
Archives building. North Carolina was the 
third state to establish an archives program.

UNC-Chapel Hill Manuscripts Processing Librarian 
Jackie Dean speaks during the SCOSAA-planned 
panel at the SNCA Spring Meeting in Carrboro, N.C. 
Dean spoke about her experiences as a recent library 
school graduate ýnding a job in the archives 
profession.

Duke University Archivist Tim Pyatt  speaks 
in favor of hiring graduate students as a way 
to inject new ideas into the archival ýeld. He 
also suggested ways to create positions with 
limited resources.

North Carolina Collection Special 
Projects Librarian Jason Tomberlin 
explains how to apply for government 
positions.

Former Head of Duke Universityôs Collections, 
Processing, and Encoding Section Ruth Bryan talks 
about how to apply for a job, including writing cover 
letters and resumes.

SNCA members listen to Laura Smith, 
Jackie Dean, and Tim Pyatt speak 
about hiring graduate students and 
recent graduates during the Spring 
Meeting in Carrboro, N.C. Smith was 
the third speaker, and spoke on behalf 
of current graduate students seeking 
jobs.

SCOSAA members Dawne Howard, 
Jodi Berkowitz, Nathan Whitt, Ellen 
Whisler, Nathalie Wheaton, Benn 
Joseph, Devon Lee, Beth Ann 
Koelsch, and Amy McDonald stand 
in front on the reading room doors at 
the North Carolina State Archives.

Special thanks to our tour guide, 
Correspondence Archivist Tom 
Vincent.


