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The GovStat Project (http://ils.unc.edu/govstat/) aims to facilitate user access to statistical information through a series of interactive interface tools.  More than simple retrieval tools, these tools help users understand the statistical information available from U.S. government agency web sites. 

This poster will show the utility of taking an ontology-driven approach applied to different tools, including the information seeking interface (Relation Browser++) and the Statistical Interactive Glossary (SIG). Adding more extensive semantic capability to the tools through the support of an ontology may help to enhance information access by improving the quality of the search results, providing context, and increasing the understanding of statistical terminology. For example, in the Relation Browser++, when a user enters the term pay, instead of receiving no hits they would be guided to webpages that include information on wages and salary.  In the SIG the user could browse the ontology to better understand the relationship between concepts. The domain of the ontology would focus primarily on terms and concepts that users without statistical expertise are more likely to use. 
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