Fruitful collaborations: Integrating research and practice.
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Successful partnerships enrich one another and evolve together in unexpected directions.  Such has been the case during a six year long collaboration between information and computer scientists from a number of U.S. universities who have been working with staff from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and other U.S. Federal statistical agencies.  This paper treats the collaboration as a case study.  It sets the context by summarizing specific ways that academic and government participants worked together toward their individual and shared goals, enumerates the concrete benefits each side gained, discusses some of the ongoing tensions that surfaced during the work, and ends with the authors’ reflections on the factors that led to their mutual satisfaction.

