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A digital government project that has developed several specific technologies to support the location, manipulation, and understanding of a quintessential format for statistical information - the table - is presented. The first component is in the provision of multiple location techniques: a natural language processing (NLP) environment and a browsing/exploration environment (the Explorator Overview technique) to support statistical information seeking. It is also possible a user might retrieve both pre-made summary tables and the very raw datasets from which such tables would be built. The Exploratory Overview technique enables browsing these datasets. Once a user identifies the table or tables of interest, the user is likely to want to display a table and begin to work with it. The Table Browser supports a variety of manipulations and explanation functions to support this challenge. Underlying these three technical components is a rich knowledge of statistical information seeking behavior and the barriers users experience as they work with statistical tables.
