Defining a Metadata Structure to Support Integration
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In the GovStat Project (http://ils.unc.edu/govstat/) one of our goals is to build architectures and interfaces that facilitate integration of data from across Federal statistical agencies. We have been engaged in a process of defining the metadata elements and structures necessary to support this integration. This poster will outline the user-centered, scenario-based process we have undertaken thus far and demonstrate examples of how metadata supports integration.


As increasing amounts of data are being served on the Web, there has been an increasing demand for Web facilities that can integrate data from across different sources into a unified presentation for the user. The linchpin of this kind of service is an information architecture that captures not only individual data elements and their associated metadata, but the relationships among and between the data elements as well. There is no standard process for creating such an architecture as of yet, but we believe our experiences with that process in the GovStat Project will be of interest to other information scientists engaged in the process of building information architectures designed to support integration. We will also explore some of the unique challenges posed by statistical data in terms of information seeking and use, and how these have impacted our design process.

