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FY2014 Metrics Gathering 

• Three Digital Archives staff members processing born 
digital collections 

• Established categories for measuring effort 
– Obtain Data (Obtain Data, Virus Check) 

– Ingest 

– Appraisal and Processing Plan (Appraisal, Develop 
Processing Plan) 

– Collection Processing (Arrangement & Description, Privacy 
& Restrictions) 

– Prepare for Access (Prepare for Access and Wrap Up) 

• Redbooth (free version) 
 

 



Redbooth: DA Processing Template 



Redbooth: Tracking Effort 



Redbooth: Exporting Reports 



Processing Metrics in FY2014 

• Processed born-digital material in 5 collections 

– Lucille Clifton 

– Turner Cassity 

– Alice Walker 

– Matt Schaffer 

– Salman Rushdie 

– Mildred Thompson 

• Processed over 2 GB worth of data, over 4100 files 

• 388 hours of effort 

– On average: over 5MB per hour, 18 files per hour 

 



4% 

1% 

19% 

71% 

5% 

Obtain Data

Ingest

Appraisal & Processing Plan

Collection processing

Prepare for Access

Digital Archives Effort by Task 
 



Metrics and what to do with them 

• How much data needed to be useful? 

• Modifying workflow and informing tools (selection and 
use) 

• Business planning 

– Staffing 

– Budgeting 

– Staging work 

• Informing acquisition, prioritization and processing 
decisions 

– Post-acquisition costs of collections 


