
SCALING UP TO DO DATA 
MANAGING CROSS-DISCIPLINARY INTER-INSTITUTIONAL DATA IN THE DATAVERSE NETWORK™ 

Dat a m anagem ent  has b ecom e a m uch  d iscussed  issue d ue t o  recen t  m and at es issued  b y m ajo r  f und ing agencies such  as t he NSF 
and  t he NEH, w h ich  req uires gran t  p rop osals t o  includ e Data Managem ent  Plans.  These req uirem ent s have f o rced  researchers and  
t he inst it u t ions sup p or t ing t hem  t o  seek t oo ls and  services t o  m anage t he vast  am oun t s o f  research  d at a b eing generat ed  each  
d ay.  Though  t echno log ical ad vances have enab led  researchers t o  p rod uce unp reced en t ed  am oun t s o f  d at a t hat  g ive answ ers t o  
novel research  q uest ions, t hese ad vances have also  m ad e data m anagem ent  tasks increasingly com plex.  The Odum  Inst itute’s 
im plem entat ion of  the Dataverse Network™ has p roven  t o  b e a viab le op t ion  f o r  hand ling t he challenges o f  research  d at a 
m anagem ent . 

• Fund ing agencies and  p ub lishers are p lacing addit ional dem ands on researchers f o r  d at a shar ing and  access. 
• Dat a-in t ensive science has enab led  co llab orat ive research  t hat  crosses disciplinary and inst itut ional boundaries. 
• Researchers do not  have access to or are unaware of  tools and services t o  help  m anage t heir  d at a. 

THE ODUM INSTITUTE DATAVERSE NETWORK™ 
CROSS-DISCIPLINARY DATA 
The NIH-f und ed  Oro f acial Pain : 
Prosp ect ive Evaluat ion  and  Risk 
Assessm en t  (OPPERA) st ud y has ad op t ed  
t he Od um  Inst it u t e DVN t o  help  m anage 
and share a com binat ion of  phenotype 
(i.e., survey) and genotype data t o  f u lf i ll 
t he NIH shar ing p o licy im p osed  on  t he 
d at a. 

INTER-INSTITUTIONAL DATA 
The Od um  Inst it u t e DVN p rovid es a cent ralized repository for data 
m anagem ent  f o r  seven  UNC-syst em  un iversit ies as p ar t  o f  t he Nor t h  
Caro lina On line Co llect ion  o f  Know led ge and  Scho larsh ip  (NC DOCKS) 
group .     
The Sout heast ern  Un iversit y Research  Associat ion  (SURA) is cur ren t ly 
p ilo t ing t he DVN as t heir  so lu t ion  f o r  m etadata federat ion to allow for 
discovery of  data across a network of  research universit ies. 

GLOBAL  DATA 
Dat averse Net w ork™ inst ances exist  in  all 
co rners o f  t he g lob e and  p o in t s in  
b et w een . From  Cop enhagen  t o  
Thailand , t he DVN  supports a world of  
research data discovery and access. 

• Ingest ing data produced as part  of  cross-
disciplinary research projects and  invest igat ing 
w ays t o  ap p ly m et ad at a t o  t hese d iverse d at a, 

• Provid ing d at a archiving infrast ructure and 
support  to inter-inst itut ional organizat ions, and  

• Prom ot ing t he DVN as a so lu t ion   f o r  d at a 
m anagem ent , access, and  p reservat ion  on  a 
global scale.  
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WHAT IS THE  
DATAVERSE NETWORK™? 

The Dataverse Network™ was 
developed by the inst itute of  
Quant itat ive Social Science (IQSS) 
at  Harvard University as  a web 
applicat ion for sharing, cit ing, 
analyzing, and preserving 
research data.  
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DATA MANAGEMENT CHALLENGES 

ABSTRACT 

The Od um  Inst it u t e Dat averse Net w ork™(DVN) houses one o f  t he o ld est  and  largest  
co llect ions o f  m ach ine-read ab le social science d at a in  t he U.S.  To  m eet  t he new  
challenges o f  t od ay’s research  en t erp r ise, t he Od um  Inst it u t e is scaling up to do data 
b y: 
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