The Institute for the Arts and Humanities

SILS CRADLE Seminar, January 30, 2009

John McGowan Director of the Institute for the Arts and Humanities (IAH), Joyce Rudinsky, Domain Scientist for the Arts and Humanities at the Renaissance Computing Institute and Megan Granda, Executive Director of the IAH, will discuss two initiatives we are developing in the digital arts and humanities. 
I.  CHAT Festival:

The IAH will coordinate a campus-wide Digital Arts and Humanities Festival (“Collaborations:  Humanities, Art and Technology”) from February 12 to 20, 2010.  The Festival will feature artists and scholars invited from around the world to Chapel Hill along with new work commissioned from faculty at UNC-CH, Duke, and North Carolina State and from North Carolina based artists.  This work will be displayed during the Festival week at various sites across the UNC-CH campus.

II.  Software Environment for the Advancement of Scholarly Research (SEASR):

SEASR is a  Mellon-funded project that offers the possibility of enhancing several aspects of digital humanistic scholarship: easier access by humanistic scholars to cutting-edge, computer-assisted analysis; improved reusability and sustainability of digital humanities tools; enhanced means of assigning and receiving scholarly credit for digital humanistic inquiry; the promotion of mutually advantageous collaborations among tool-builders and tool-users; improved abilities to reflect on the role of computation in scholarly practice; and others. However, in order for any of these benefits to be achieved, it is essential that SEASR become deeply and pervasively embedded in the scholarly landscape. This requires both widespread, persistent use by scholars, and widespread adoption and sustaining by higher education institutions.  We are interested in identifying faculty interested in finding humanities applications for this initiative.
