Using the Document Object Model

INLS 259 - Web Databases

Viles

The main objective for today is to provide a “hands-on” introduction to the Document Object Model (DOM).

Objectives

At the end of today’s lab, you should be able to:

· Read and understand Javascript that uses the DOM

· Write one line code snippets that access a provided document

The Application

The sample application for today is a service that provides price comparison between several online book stores. The database design looks like this:
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Samples!

As always, I have given you some starting points. The samples directory is

http://ils.unc.edu/viles/259/samples/
dom-sample.html – Start with this file. This is the one we demonstrated in class. It contains all the javascript code needed to access the provided document object. Pay particular attention to the findBest() function. 

dom-start.phtml and dom-process.phtml – This is a database driven version of the dom-sample.html file above. The dynamically generated page should look remarkably similar to the static version above.

The Assignment

Note: The first was done as an exercise last week.

1. Write your own XML generating script from scratch that joins two tables –  you can use any of the example databases we have used in class, or you can provide your own. You may use any server-side glue you want (php, asp, cf, others).

2. Write your own DOM accessing script that manipulates an embedded XML document. You may start with the provided samples, but you must do something different than comparisons of books price or availability. Possibilities: Select the largest or smallest of something from a table (Player statistics, CD collection); Count the instances of something (greater than a specified price, equal to a specified value); others are OK too.

3. Make your DOM accessing script work on dynamically generated data in the same fashion as the dom-start.phtml/dom-process example.


Send me the URL of your assignment by the due date indicated on the Syllabus. 
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