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1. Project Description.

· Purpose, hypotheses or research questions (Abstract):  This project surveys academic researchers in the sciences about their information seeking behavior.  The intent is to gather data about scientist’s current practices, in terms of what resources they use to seek out information, as well as stay current; how often they use them; which ones are most important; and in particular how they utilize (or do not utilize) library resources.  This information will be used to help better serve the universities’ information needs through their libraries and other resources. 
· Procedures:  Participants are asked to fill out a short online survey (http://ivlab3.ils.unc.edu/isb/test is test copy of the survey; each survey site will have it’s own URL).
2. Participants.

a) Age, sex, and approximate number:  Graduate students, faculty and research staff in the sciences will be invited to participant.  All ages over 18 are accepted, and an effort will be made to assure good representation from both genders, and different categories (graduate students, postdocs, faculty, research staff).  We will be trying to obtain as large a sample as possible; we aim to get about a third of the eligible participants on campus. 

b) Inclusion/exclusion criteria, if any:  Only academic researchers in the sciences will be asked to participate. 
c) Method of recruiting.  Departments will be asked to contact their eligible individuals to inform them of the study.   
d) Inducement of participation.  Participation is voluntary and there is no payment.  

3. Are participants at risk?

The study participants are not at risk.

4. Describe steps to minimize risk.

Not applicable.

5. Are illegal activities involved?  If so, describe.

No illegal activities are involved.

6. Is deception involved?  If so, describe.

No deception is involved.

7. What are the anticipated benefits to participants and/or society?

The anticipated benefit is a better understanding of how scientists search out and use information.  This knowledge will allow academic libraries to better support their faculty and students. 

8. How will prior consent be obtained?

The first page of the online survey is the IRB consent (see attached).  Participants must confirm they have read the form and agree to participant in order to take the survey.
9. Describe security procedures for privacy and confidentiality.

The data collected from each participant is anonymous, and will consist of a record in a database indicating their answers to the survey questions.  No personal or identifying information is requested or kept as part of this study.  

Information Seeking Behavior Study Consent Form
Purpose of this Study

We are inviting researchers (graduate students, postdocs, research staff, and faculty) to take part in a survey of the information seeking behavior of academic scientists.  This study is sponsored by the School of Information and Library Science, the UNC Libraries, the Institute for Renaissance Computing, and the Carolina Center for Genome Sciences, in order to better serve your information needs through your academic library and other campus resources.  
What Will Happen During the Study

You will be asked to answer questions about how you search out and use information in your research.  
Your Privacy is Important 

Your survey input is completely anonymous, and no personal information is recorded about you as part of this study. We will publish results from this research study as we think best for research and teaching purposes.  

If you have any questions regarding this study, please contact the principal investigator, Dr. Bradley Hemminger (966-2998, bmh@ils.unc.edu).

Risks and Discomforts

We do not know of any personal risk or discomfort you will have from being in this study.

Your Rights

The study takes about 10 minutes.  You are free to refuse to participate or to withdraw from the study at any time without penalty and without jeopardy.  

Institutional Review Board Approval

The Academic Affairs Institutional Review Board (AA-IRB) of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill has approved this study.  If you have any concerns about your rights in this study you may contact the Chair of the AA-IRB at (919) 962-7761, or by email at aa-irb@unc.edu.

[ ] I have read the information in this consent form, and I agree to participate in the study. 

[ ] I do not wish to participate in this study.

