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Introdudion

L ately there@ been asurge of films based on children@books Harry Potter,
Holes, The Polar Express, The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, The Witch and The
Wardrobe, and Curious George are jus afew of the Blockbuder hits. Not only have
there been more children( book-based movies, but also these movies have been very
successful according to ticket sales. 1n 2001,Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone hit
the big screen, and the movie@ gross earningswere more than $300million. In 2003,
Holes earned almogt $70million. The Polar Express earned approximately $160million
in 2004; Charlie and the Chocolate Factory earned more than $200millionin 2005. The
list of gross earning successful children® book-based movies could continuewith The
Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe earning amog $300
million (Box).

Themagjority of children and adults who read and love a bookwill go see the
movie adgptation. In 2001,NPD Funworld foundtha seventy-nine percent of children
ages 6-17, and seventy-onepercent of adults who have read Harry Potter and the
Sorcerer’s Stone plannal on seeing thefirst Harry Potter movie (NPD). Themajority of
those tha read thebookwill go see themovie, butcan a children@ book-based
Blockbuger movie Geven make readers out of some students who don®like to read?0

(Barlow, 62).



According to thebook-sales figures, children@ book-based movies bring interest
to thebooksuponwhich they are based. The Polar Express nommally sells approximately
200000 copies every winter holiday season, but the movie release in November 20041ed
to three- million copies sold during the 2004holiday season. Natalie Babbitt@ Tuck
Everlasting sold more than six times more the year it appeared onthebig screen (READ,
45). At thetimethe bookbased movies are hitting the screens the booksexperience an
Qdrendine boogOand an increase in book sales presumably dueto the extensve
marketing (Maughan, 22). If oneweretolook at jus thebooksalesit would appear that
bookbased movies generate an interest in the bodks.

Children mug first beinterested in abookbefore they are motivated to read it.
Every child has different reason for wha motivates him or her toread (Isragl, 58). A
book-based movie can generate a child@ interest in abook and be a motivator for the
child toread. A child whoreadsabookisimproving his’her literacy skills, aidingthe
child@ spdling, grammar, punduaion, sentence structure, and improving the child@
writing (Hart 30). There are many bendfits fromreading. Parents, teachers, and

librariansare condantly looking for oppatunities to ge youngpeople to read.

The Research Question

Theincrease in thenumber of children® book-based movies and their success on
the big screen should cause librariansto ponde wha this meansfor thebooksupon
which these movies are based, their parons and their library. Wha impact do children®

bookbased Blockbuder movies have onthe school library circulation rates of these



book® Teachers, librarians, and parents could be foundasking the question, GCan book

based movies get children interested in those books, and vice versa?O(READ, 45).

Purpose of Research:

A closer look at the factors that motivate and interest a child to read, induding the
reading programs tha attempt to motivate children, and reasonswhy children do not read
will set thestagefor this research. This study will provide parents, educators, and
librarianswith information on variables, such as the release of book-based Blockbuder
movies, which influence library circulation amongchildren. Children® book-based
movies are very popukbr inthetheaters. Book-based moviestha can encourage and
motivate children to read should be publicized in the schools and public libraries as well.
Librarians educators, and parents can use the popuarity of the movie adgptationsto

encourage and promote reading, even to thereluctant readers.



Literature Review

Theinarease in thenumber of children® book-based movies and their success on
the big screen should cause librariansto ponde wha this meansfor thebooksupon
which these movies are based, their parons and their library. Theimpact of children3
bookbased Blockbuder movies on school and pulic library circulationis a narow topic
focusng on oneaspect of library circulation. There are many factors that influence
library circulation induding thelibrary@® collection and theindividud parons For the
purpo< of thisliterature review it is necessary to broaden this narrow library circulation
topic to indudechildren® motivation to read, children@ reading interests, why children
do notread, and an andysis of reading programs that strive to encouragereading. A
closer look at the broader topic will providea degper undestanding of theimpact that

children® bookbased Blockbuger movies have onthe school and public libraries.,

Children® Motivation to Read

Thereis nota scientific approach to motivating a child to read. Every child seems
to have different reasonsfor wha motivates them to read (Israel, 58). Israel felt tha
book-based movies are QuniquetoolsOwhich can postively motivate a child to read and
to read for the enjoyment of the experience. Book-based movies can encourage a child,
who might notnomally beinterested in reading, to become intrigued enoughto put forth
the extra effort to read the book (58). In 1996,Beers foundtha children who enjoy
reading but often do nat make thetime to read are motivated by book-based movies. The
reader enjoysreading abookso tha he or she may then compare thebookto themovie

(Beers, 112). Many of these readers will want to checkout a particular bookfrom the



library dueto the publicity andin anticipation of the soonto bereleased book based
Blockbuger movie.

For the struggling reader, book-based movies allow thereader to make the
necessary connestionsand to comprehend what they normally wouldn® be able to
undestand dueto lower reading comprehenson skills (Israel, 59). For this reason, many
struggling readers prefer to first see the book-based movie and then read thebook (Beers,
112). A bookbased movie can improve thereader® undestanding of the setting, clear
any cultural confusons and aid in many othe ways by fillingin the missing pieces the
reader othewiseisunableto find. Thisreinforcement the book-based movie provides for
the struggling reader enhances the reading experience and can motivate thereader to have
thedesire to repest this enjoyable experience with future booksand book-based movies.
The combinaion of thebookand the book-based movie alows the reader to Ontimately
connetOwith thewordsthey read (Beers, 113)

A great dedl of effort isneeded for areader to intimately connect with thewords
inabook. In arecent 2004study, Wigfield recogrized that no matter what your reading
level is, readingtakes effort and motivationis crudal for reading engagement (299) The
motivation for readingisidedly intringc, or becomesintrinsc over time. A children®
bookbased movie that leadsareader to desire to read the bookis motivating the child.
Over time, this motivationto read has the potential to lead a child to become an avid
reader, an intringcally motivated reader (Wigfield, 301). Anintrinscally motivated
reader is motivated to read for the sake and theenjoyment of reading. Diaz-Rubin, in
1996,compiled research regarding motivation for reading at the high-school level; he

states, Of we teach a child to read, yet develop notthetaste for reading, all of our



teaching is for naughtO(169) Intrindc motivationis essential to produce the QasteOfor

reading.

Children® Reading I nterests

A child tha isintringcally motivated will have indvidudized reading interests.
There will be certain types of booksto which thereader will gravitate at variouspaints
throughouthis or her life. Younge children tend to gravitate towardsliterature about
animals; however, the older thechild becomes theless interested in animals thechild is
(Sturm, ogsand DinosaursO43). Researchers often study children@reading interests
to try and determinewhat type of booksare best for children at variousages. Librarians
use reader interest research to better undestand factors tha impact library circulation and
to gan undestanding onthe collectionthey should have in ther library to meet the needs
of the parons

Reading interests research is very similar to research on reading motivation; it can
be studied many different ways and interpreted even more ways. Sturm notes that there
is no definite answer for wha thereading interests for children are and when ther
reading interests develop (Dogsand DinosaursO40). Children® bookbased movies are
carefully chosen so that alarge audience will want to see themovie. Theefore, the
booksthese movies are based on mug beable to address a variety of reading interests
induding themosgt popukr children@ reading interests such as animals, love, science,
sports, adventure, and fantasy (Sturm, Dogsand DinosursO43).

Students have awidevariety of interests; movies and/or entertainment are in the

top ten reading interests for high school students (Diaz-Rubin, 169) Thebookbased



Blockbuder movies interest the high school students and the data suggests that thisis
similar for younge children aswell. Theinaease in thebook-sales of the book-based
movies suggests tha reading interests are tied with book-based movies.

The same reading materials readers find interesting can also beintringcally
motivating (Diaz-Rubin, 170) Readers that are (orovided with motivating and
interesting bookshave a much more lifelong desire to read and learnQ(Diaz-Rubin, 170).
Library circulation rates, of booksadapted for themovies, will inaease if book based
films motivate children to read. Diaz-Rubin@ research of reading interests with high
school studentsis closly related to research completed on reading motivation.

In 2006,Guthrie research strongly notes therelationship between reading
motivation, amountof time reading, and reading interests. To begin with reading
motivation, the research notes that a child@ reading motivation was the strongest
evidence for reading comprehenson. It isalso noted that children@interest in book
reading is influenced by ther mothe's, teachers, accessibility to books(book based
movies are advertised heavily and very accessible) and ther own identity and preferences
(Guthrie, 92).

Theprocess for areader to become intringcally motivated is a dow process and
does not occur throughonegrand experience butrather throughseveral smaller
situdiond interest experiences (Guthrie, 92). An example of asituaiond interest isa
child going to a book-based movie and being interested enoughto want to go and read the
book. Onesituaiond interest experience isthe beginning of intringc motivation. A
bookbased movie has the potential to catch theinterest of the child to want to read the

bookuponwhich themovieisbased. Othe similar genre typebookscan then had the



interest to continueto improvethe child@ intrinsc motivation (Guthrie, 93). Anincaease
in situaiond experiences for areader will lead thereader to an increasein intringc
motivation for reading (Guthrie, 93). Guthrie notes tha as aresult of his research, the
students either became more intringcally motivated, or they became less extringcally
motivated throughoutthe study (108). Thisoveral intrindc motivation for readingis
what leadsto more time spent reading as well as an increase in reading achievement
(Guthrie, 108) A variety of experiences, induding a book-based Blockbuger movie tha
leadsa child to read thebook can spark a situaional interest experience. Many such

experiences can lead the reader to become generaly intrindcally motivated.

Why Children Don®Read

There seem to be many bendits for reading and becoming intringcally motivated
to read. There are also many programs tha are developed in schools and public libraries
to encourage and motivate reading. The question then is asked, why don®children read?
Wha are the de-motivators or inhibitors to reading if there appear to be so many
motivators to read? In 2002 the census showed tha literacy was down 10.2%, or down
20 millionreaders, fromthe 1982census (Krashen). Theyoungadults who paticipaein
literacy reading have also decreased almog 20%in the last twenty years (Krashen). In
2002,Walsh said kids don®read because they can® read, and kids can®read because
they don®read (29). However, oneof themain reasonskids don®read is because they
average clos to 40 hours pe week in front of thetelevision and therefore they do not

have thetime and cannotread (Walsh, 30). Thetime spentin front of thetelevision, and
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thelnternd, isalmog afulltime job, and after that thereis little time left for anything
else.

Reading takes effort and provides thereader addayed gratification. On the other
hand, TV, video games, and even movies offer ingant rewardsand are the easiest pathsto
take requiring the smallest effort (Walsh, 30). Book-based movies, too, providethe
readers with theingdant gratification of agreat story with theleast amountof effort. The
TV, video games, and movies are notthe only reasonschildren do notread. Many
children do notread because there is little access to books(Krashen). Children that do
not attend thelibrary, tha are not motivated to attend thelibrary, do not have accessto
booksto read. Overal, there are many reasonsand excuses for why a child would not
read a book;there are also many reasonsfor why achild should read a bookand waysto

motivate the child.

Reading Programs

A variety of reading programs have been devel opel for teachers, school
librarians, and public librariansto encouragereading, motivate readers, and improve
reading skills. Reading programs are essential to improve a child@reading skills at a
youngage Themore achild readsthemore the child®@ reading will improve
(Bamberger, 12). A struggling reader will choo to notread because he or she doesn®
want to putforth the effort to improve as aresult the struggling reader@ reading
skillg/level will get worse or at least notimprove (Quirk, 2). For areading program to
improvereading it needsto not only improvethereading skills butit mug also improve

thereader@® motivation for reading. As discussed earlier, bookbased movies can lead to



11

readers becoming intringcally motivated; book-based movies can lead readers/students to
want to spend thetime to read. A struggling reader will need more ingruction and
encouragement to read outside of school; astruggling reader will need more
encouragement to become intringcally motivated to read (Quirk, 2). Reading programs
are designal to hdp these types of struggling readers.

A child who is motivated to read will mog likely spend more time reading and
therefore, improve his or her reading skills (Quirk, 7). Thereading programs such as
DISTAR, PHAST, Early Steps Reading Recovery, and Reading Apprenticeship have
different characteristics tha work well to accomplish their main gods (Quirk, 2). Each
of the programsOmos important god is to improve the reading skills of thereader so that
thereader is encouraged and can tell they are improving. Therealizationtha thereader
is becoming a better reader could begin a postive motivation cycle so thereader will
want to read more (Quirk, 8). However, al of thereading programs do notindudea
motivationd aspect to encouragereaders to become intringcally motivated. Quirk noted
tha al of the programs could bemotivationdly expanded and improved uponwithout
compromising thebasic program (14). Reading programs offer alot to a school and to
thereader; after acloser look at many reading programs, it is obviousthereis notone
program tha provides everything a school or public library would want or need.

Many factors induding book-based movies impact library circulation.
Researchers, librarians and educationd professionds alike would agree tha the reader®
motivation and interest, reasonsfor why children are notreading, and reading programs
all influence library circulation. Research studies, box office numbers, and book-sales

illugrate tha children are interested in the book-based movies and the booksuponwhich
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they are based. A bookbased Blockbuder movie can be a motivating factor for a child to
read; a child with similar motivating experiences can eventudly lead a child to becoming

an intrindcally motivated reader.
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Method

Thepurpo< of this study was to andyze existing library statistics to determine
theimpact that children® book-based Blodkbuder movies have on library circulation.
Oro hdp enaure reiabilityOof theresearch, and because this method has previoudy been
used, | used library circulation recordsto gather information and examine paterns
(Babbie, 143; Sturm, QPreferences of North CarolinaChildrenQ. School and public
libraries record data regarding the circulation statistics of ther collections however,
school libraries are able to report more specific circulation statistics by reporting the
nunber of times an item has been checked out each month rather than jus in ayear. The
data gathered and andyzed from each of the schods induded thebooktitle and the
nunber of times thetitle (in al its formats) was checked-out during the specific time
period. It did notindudeany patroninformation.

Thefind daa andyzed was aggregated from the data each school library
provided. Theandysis of thecombined existing data supplied a more complete picture
of theimpact children® bookbased movies have on school library circulationin the
Raleigh, Durham, and Chapd Hill regionsof North Carolinaand hd ped theresearcher
reduce the bias in the quantitative data (Babbie, 327, 313) Closely examining and
compaing the specific library circulation statistics before and after the book-based
Blodkbuder movie release determined the impact these movies have on thecirculation
of that bookin school libraries and provided indght into whether the previews and
publicity for abodk-based movie comingto the big screen encouragereading, or if seeing

amovie is a motivator to then read the book
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Participants

Five school libraries were selected from the Raleigh, Durham, and Chgpd Hill
regionsof North Carolinato providethecirculation statistics for this study. The school
libraries, both public and private schools, were selected on the basis of availability,
willingnessto share library circulationrecords and thelibrary having copies of the
selected books Relying ontheavailable schools and usng judgnmental sampling
allowed the aggregated data to be sufficient for general comparative purposes of school

libraries in the North Carolina Raleigh, Durham, Chapd Hill region (Babbie, 184).

Sample

There are many children@ books tha are adgpted into movies each year.
However, library circulation systems in the North Carolina Raleigh, Durham, and Chgpd
Hill regionsare limited to providing detailed item reports for only the previousyear.
Thebook-based Blockbuder movies selected and the daa collected were limited dueto
the naure of these library circulation systems and thar available daa. Erin Miller
reported the Orop 7 Children@ BooksMade Into MoviesOin 2006were thefollowing:
Aquamarine by Alice Hoffman
Charlotte@ Web by E.B. White
CuriousGeorge by Margaret and H.A. Ray
Eragonby Christophe Paolini,
My Friend Flicka by Mary O(Hara

Hoot by Carl Hiaasen
How to Eat Fried Worms by Thomas Rockwel |

NoohkrwhE

For the purpose of this study, five of the seven children( bookbased Blockbugder movies

were selected throughjudgmental sampling onthebasis of thefollowing: thebookis
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widdy available in school libraries, thebookbased Blockbuder movie has been widdy

released into thetheaters in the past year, the bookbased Blockbuger movie@ rating is

appropriate for children, and the children® bookthe movie is based onis at the

appropriate reading level (Babbie, 183). Initialy, My Friend Flicka was also induded in

the sample; however, not enoughdata could be gathered dueto such few schools carrying

thebookin ther collection.

Tablel

Children BooksMovie and Reading Level Information

Movie/Book Titleand Theatrical Movie Rating and Reading Leve
Author Release Date Explanation
Aquamarine March 3,2006 | PG- For mild Lexile- 940 )
. languaye and Approximately 5'
By Alice Hoffman sensudity. t0 7" grade
Charlotte® Web, December 20, | G- Appropriate for Lexile 680 .
. 2006 general audience Approximately 3'
By E.B. White t0 4" grade
Eragon, Decembe 15, | PG- Fantasy Lexile- 710 )
. - 2006 violence, frightening | Approximately 4'
By Christophe Paolini images, andintense | to 5" grade
batles.
Hoot, May 5,2006 | PG- Mild bullying Lexile- 760 )
. and brief language Approximately 4'
By Carl Hiaasen t0 5" grade
How to Eat Fried Augug 25,2006 | PG- Mild bullying Lexile- 650
Worm and crudehunor. Approximately 3"
S to 4" grade
By Thomas Rockwell

(Yahoo! Movies, Novdist K-8)

The children® booksselected for this studywill provide useful data to determinethe

impact children® book-based Blodkbuger movies have on school library circulationin

the projected area of North Carolina
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Procedure

Themeansfor gatheing the data began with each of the schools being contacted
initially throughemail and followed by a pesond visit to theschool. Aninformative
letter (Appendix A) was attached with theinitial email, to each of the school librarians
induding the purpo< of thedata collection, the specific data needed, as well as contact
information for any questionsor concernstha should arise.

A school library will usudly have more than onecopy and/or format (print, large-
print, Braille, etc.) for apopubr book;therefore, | made sure to receive complete,
accurate, and detailed circulation reports of thetitle for each copy and in every format for
the previousyear to ensure tha my andysis could bereliable and accurate. The daa
from each of theschools provided the numbe of times atitle was checked-out each
month, excluding Juneand July from thedata dueto the fact tha schoolis notin session

during these months before and after therel ease of the book based Blockbuder movie.

Limitations
1. Library circulationrecordsare limited to only providing information onthe
nunber of times an item was checked-out during a set time period, nat if theitem
isactudly read or the nunber of different people who checked-out the book
Thus onechild could accountfor multiple circulations thereby biasing the
results.
2. Asaresult of andyzing existing data, | am Qimited to wha existsOalready in the

libraries database and my condusonsmay notbetotally valid (Babbie, 327)



17

Making condusonsaboutdaatha are nottailored to my research weakensits
validity.

. Dueto thenature of library systems, the sample for choosng a bookbased
Blockbuder movie was limited to those tha were released in 2006. Library
systems do not allow items to report monthly checkouts beyondayear. More
data would have strengthened the condusonsof this study.

. Agan, dueto the nature of thelibrary systems and limited time, the data gathered
for each bookdid not have the same number of monthsbefore and after the
movie® thestrical release. Therefore, amean number of check- outs pe month
was determined for before and after the movie® theatrical release.

. All of thedaa gahered relies completely onthe daa tha the school library
provides. My rdiability isweakened as aresult of havingto rely onthequdity of
thedaathelibrary has kept (Babbie, 327). However, libraries are known for
keeping accurate records of ther collection, and therefore thelibrary statistics
should bereliable.

. Thedaawas gathered from ony elementary schoolsin the Raleigh, Durham, and
Chapd Hill regionsof North Carolina This data can only show paternsof the
entire groupthe data was collected from (children at elementary schoolsin North
Caroling), andthis data does not necessarily determine paternsand/or behaviors
of individuds (Babbie, 327)

. Other reasons besides a book-based Blockbuger movie release, can exist for the

tendency of circulation atistics to fluctuate.
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Andysis
An andysis of thegahered daa proves there is a srong correlation between the
nunber of times a book has been checked-out and therelease of tha particular book
based Blockbuger movie. There were two variables consdered during theandysis. the
circulation statistics, and the date (before and after the movie@ release). Theresults of
each book@mean number of circulationsper month for before and after the movie®

theetrical release are displayed in thefollowingtable.

Table 2

Mean Number of CirculationsBefore and After Movie Release

Mean # of Circulations per month
Book Before After
Aquamarine 0.5 0.78
Charlotte's Web 7.5 13.5
Eragon 5.2 8.5
Hoot 4 4.25
How to Eat Fried Worms 1.4 4

Themean number of checkouts before and after the movie( theetrical release shows that
thereisan increase in the number of checkouts after the movie iswiddy released into

theaters. Thefollowing graph, induding errors bars, visudly expresses this daa.
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Graph 1

Mean Numbe Checked-Out Before and After theMovie Release
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ThebooksCharlotte’s Web, Eragon, and How to Eat Fried Worms report the
largest difference between the mean number checked-out before and after the book-based
Blodkbuder movie® release date. Andyses of this data show tha for each of thebooks
there was alarger number of bookschecked-out after the movie@ release date than
before. Thisdaawould indicate tha more children are interested in and checked-outthe
book of thebook-based Blockbuger movie after the release dae, possibly after they have
already seen themovie. This could lead to the concluson tha children are motivated to
checkoutthebook,and possibly read thebook, as a result of the book-based Blockbuger

movie.
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A closer andysis of theentire data base for each individud book shows paterns

and trendsthat lead up to therelease of the book-based Blockbuder movie. The

following graphsshow theaggregated daa for thenumber of times Charlotte’s Web,

Eragon, and Hoot were checked-out each month.

Graph 2

The Number of Times Charlotte’s Web was Checked-Out Each Month
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Theaggregaed daafromthefive school librariesillugrates that leading up to the

book-based Blockbuger® movie release, there is an increase in the numbe of times the

bookwas checked out In Januay 2006,Charlotte’s Web was checked-out 2 times.

There seemsto bea steady increase in the number of times the bookwas checked-out

leading up to therelease of themovie. In November of 2006, Charlotte’s Web was

checked-out 14 times, and in December of 20086 right before the rel ease of the movie on
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December 20,2006 thebookwas checked-out 10times. In Januay 2007, after
Charlotte’s Web, themovie, was widdy released into theaters, the bookwas checked out
24times. In February 2007,the checkout number dropped significantly to only 3

checkouts. Thebook Eragon illugrates asimilar trend in thefollowing graph.

Graph 3

The Number of Times Eragon was Checked-Out Each Month
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The aggregaed daafor thebook Eragon illudrates asimilar patern. Januay,
February, and March of 2006 had respectively only 3,1, and 2 checkouts. However,
leading up to therelease of the movie Eragon on December 15, 2006 there were
significantly highe number of checkouts each month: 9 checkouts in Octobe 2006 7
checkoutsin November, and 9 checkouts in December 2006. In Januay 2007,

immediately following therelease of the movie, there were atotal of 12 checkouts.
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February 2007, showed arelatively average numbe, 5 checkouts, for themonth. Hoot,
illugrated in thefollowing graph, likewise displayed an increase in circulation leading up

to therelease of the book-based Blockbuger movie.

Graph 4

The Number of Times Hoot was Checked-Out Each Month
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In February 2006, Hoot received only 1 checkout However, March 2006jumps
upto atotal of 4 checkouts, and April 2006reaches a climax of 10 checkouts for the
month. Theincrease in the numbe of bookschecked-out leading up to therelease of the
movieis similar to the other two books However, after Hoot was released into movie
theaters May 5, 2006,the number of times thebod was checked-out decreased for the

following months This differed from the previoustwo books which displayed a
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compaatively large checkoutimmediately following therelease of themovie. However,
this could be aresult of the school library clogng for the end of the school year.
Theaggregated daa broken down, depicting the number of times each bookwas
checked-out month to month, illudrated tha at theschool library near therelease of a
bookbased movie there is asurgein the nunber of times abookis checked-out. This
correlation suggests tha book-based Blockbuder movies interest children in thebook
they are based on and motivate the children to check-out the booksfromther school

library.
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Conduson

The Assodation for Library Service to Children (ALSC) is Gommitted to
improving and ensuring the future of the naion throughexemplary library service to
children, thar families, and others who work with childrenO(ALSC). The ALSC has a
Research and Devel opment committee, also known as READ, which is dedicated to
research focused on children. READ stated, Orheeffect of multiple versions[print, film]
of works on children raises interesting and complex questionsaboutwhich we till know
littleO(46). READ continues to admit that they know more aboutthe sales figures than
any other aspect of the effect these Blockbuger movies have, butthey draw comfort from
stating that because book sales increase as a result of the movies, the assumptionis made
tha reading increases.

Chris Van Allsburg, author of The Polar Express, and many other books has been
quokd stating his general opinion of booksbeing adapted to film. He stated, Orhe book
fundionsas an ingirationfor anothe artist. Thebookwill alwaysbearound A bad
movie doesn®really damage [the booO(Maughan, 23). However, does agoodmovie
increase theinterest in thebook? Does agoodmovie encourage children to read the
book? What impact do these book-based Blockbuder movies have onlibraries? With
such little information available ontheimpact of children® book-based Blodkbuger
movies, more research is needed.

There are many avenues of research still needed regarding children® bookbased
Blockbuder movies and ther impact on children and libraries. Data could be gathered, if
the system allowed it, from pubilic libraries as well as middle school and high school

libraries. Research that focused on the children@ reactiondemotionsto first reading a
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book and then watching the movie compared to watching the movie first and then reading
thebodk could beconduded. Many more areas and avenues of research could and
should be completed on children® book-based Blockbusger movies.

A vast amountof research has been completed on children® reading interests and
motivationsto read. Children are motivated to read booksand topics tha interest them.
Research has shown tha movies are in thetop ten reading interests for children (Diaz-
Rubin, 169) Thisresearch could imply tha movies influence children@ reading
motivation and interest. Therefore, bookbased Blockbuger movies could be a means
librariansand educators use to motivate children to read. One of the best waysfor
children to improvether reading skills and fluency isto read (Bamberger, 12). Many
reading programs have been devel oped to encourage children to read. If bookbased
movies can encourage children to read by motivating and getting them interested, then
reading programs can look at other ways to improve children@ reading.

Theresults of this study suggest tha there is a correlation between therelease
dae of book-based Blodkbuger movies and the number of times the bookis checked-out
This study provides asmall glimpse of research that expandspast the book® sales, and
extendsto thecirculation statistics of these booksat thelibraries. The success of these
children® bookbased movies and their success on the big screen should cause librarians
to consder what this meansfor the bookson which these movies are based and the
services librarians provideto thar patrons

Thecorrelation displayed between therelease dae of the bookbased Blodkbuger
movies and the surgein the number of bookschecked- out can have practical

implicationsfor school libraries. Thelibrarian and educators can use the popukrity of
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movie adaptationsto promote reading to the GeadersOand to the onreadersOwhen the
interest in thebookbased filmis high. Libraries can join in the celebration of promoting
thebook and movie throughspecia displays, booktalks, themed programs, bookmarks,
and bibliographies of smilar books Thelibrarians should also prepare for upaming
book-based movie releases by purchasing several additiond copies of the assodated
booksto better serve thar popuktions

Children( book-based Blockbugder movies will continueto bebig hits, earning
millionsof ddlars, at thebox office. These same children® book-based Blockbuser
movies will continueto impact and influence school library circulation recordsand cause
asurgein themotivation andinterest of children to check these booksout. Librarians
educators, and parents can use this knowledgeas atool to encourage children and attempt

to get children interested in reading.
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Appendix A
ol | UNC
L]
— SCHOOL OF INFORMATION
AND LIBRARY SCIENCIH
To: [Library]

From: Megan Hendeshot, University of North Carolinaat Chapd Hill
Januay 22,2007

Asastudent of UNC at Chgpd Hill, | am conduding research on theimpact wide-
released films have onreading and library circulation. | am interested in finding out if
book-based movies encourage the reading of thebook uponwhich themovieis based.
To study this| am looking at thelibrary circulation records in correlation with the
movies release date, of five children@bookstha have recently been adgpted as movies.

| am asking you to provide circulation data, which will be used exclusvely for this study,
for thefollowing children@books | will be collecting and compiling dataonal copies,
editions and compilationsof these works, induding all unabridged soundrecordingsin
your collections | am strictly asking for the circulation statistics, the number of times the
bookhas been checked out, and | am notasking for any informationinvolving you
parons Listed with each of thebooksare thedaes tha we need circulation recordsfor.

1- Aquamnaring by Alice Hoffman Januay 2006 Januay 2007

2- Charlotte@ Web, by E.B. White Januay 2006EFebruary 2007
3- Eragon, by Christophe Paolini Januay 2006 February 2007
4- Hoot, by Carl Hiaasen Januay 2006 February 2007

5- How to Eat Fried Worms, by Thomas Rockwel | Januay 2006 February 2007

We will beableto accept this datain theform, electronically or hard copy, tha is mog
convenient for you. We greatly appreciate yourtime, effort, and assistance in this study.
Additiond questionsand concernscan be addressed to Megan Hendeashot
(meganruth@unc.edu, 7196488452, or Dr. Brian Sturm, Assod ate Professor of Library
Science (sturm@ils.uncedu 9199627622).

Sincerely,

Megan Hendeshot



